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SECTION 1: STAGES OF RESEARCH 

 

Understanding the Journey of a Ph.D. Scholar at the University of Allahabad 

Research is a methodical and evolving process. It unfolds in stages, each contributing to the 

overall academic growth of the scholar. In the Department of Political Science at the 

University of Allahabad, these stages have been designed to ensure rigor, innovation, and 

contribution to the academic community. Here's an expanded and easy-to-understand 

guide to these stages. 

 

1. Qualifying for Research 

The journey begins with a test of eligibility and preparedness for advanced research. 

• Mode of Admission: After notification of vacancies in research by the Director of 

Admissions, applicants are shortlisted on the basis of scores obtained through the 

NET/JRF percentile. 

 

• Interview: Qualifying candidates are invited to present their research ideas before a 

panel of experts. This is more than a test—it's an opportunity to articulate your 

passion, clarity, and vision for the research. 

o Pro Tip: Prepare a succinct yet compelling proposal highlighting the research 

problem, objectives, and potential significance. 

• Supervisor Allocation: Within two weeks of the interview, successful candidates are 

paired with supervisors whose expertise aligns with their research interests. Building 

a strong rapport with your supervisor is vital, as they guide you through your 

academic journey. 

 

2. Allocation of Topics and Enrolment 

Once you're in, the research process begins formally. 

• Finalizing Research Proposals: Collaborate closely with your supervisor to refine 

your initial ideas into a feasible and innovative research proposal. The proposal is 
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then presented to the Doctoral Programme Committee (DPC) and subsequently the 

Research Degree Committee (RDC) for final approval. 

• Official Notification: After approval by RDC, research section uploads a list of 

approved topics and supervisor details, marking the official start of your research 

journey. 

• Completing Enrolment: Scholars must submit required forms, documents, and fees 

promptly to formalize their enrolment. 

 

3. Course Work 

A foundational phase to equip scholars with essential research tools. 

• Attendance and Participation: Regular attendance is mandatory. Active participation 

in departmental seminars, workshops, and discussions fosters a sense of community 

and intellectual growth. 

• Research Methodology Training: Scholars dive deep into research design, data 

analysis, and thesis writing, ensuring they are equipped to handle the complexities 

of their projects. 

o Assignments, projects, and examinations during this phase are critical 

benchmarks of preparedness. 

• UGC Compliance: As per UGC norms, pre-doctoral coursework is non-negotiable, 

and failure to complete it successfully can delay or terminate your progress. 

 

4. Writing the Thesis 

The heart of the research journey. 

• Data Collection and Fieldwork: Depending on your topic, this may involve surveys, 

interviews, archival research, or data mining. Plan meticulously to avoid delays. 

• Drafting the Thesis: Writing is an iterative process. Regular consultations with your 

supervisor ensure you stay on track. Use tools like citation managers and word 

processors to maintain uniformity and professionalism. 

• Departmental Presentations: Present your findings in departmental seminars to 

receive constructive feedback and refine your thesis further. 
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5. Academic Contributions 

Publishing and presenting your research are not just requirements but opportunities to 

contribute to your field. 

• Conference Papers: Presenting at national or international conferences enhances 

visibility and provides critical feedback. 

• Research Publications: Scholars must publish at least two articles in peer-

reviewed/UGC-CARE-listed/Scopus-indexed journals. These articles validate the 

originality and relevance of your research. Joint authorship with your supervisor 

ensures academic integrity. 

o Example: If your research focuses on "Caste Dynamics in Electoral Behavior," 

consider publishing one paper on theoretical perspectives and another on 

empirical findings. 

 

6. Pre-Submission and Thesis Submission 

Finalizing the thesis is a structured process with multiple layers of scrutiny. 

• Pre-Submission Viva: Scholars present their near-complete work to a panel of 

departmental faculty. Feedback from this session is invaluable for enhancing the 

quality of your thesis. 

• Plagiarism Check: Integrity is non-negotiable. Obtain a plagiarism report to ensure 

your work adheres to ethical standards. 

• Formal Approvals: Secure endorsements from your supervisor, the Head of the 

Department, and the Dean before submission. 

 

7. Final Viva-Voce 

The culmination of years of hard work. 

• After receiving approval from the Research Degree Committee (RDC), scholars 

defend their thesis before a panel of experts in a public viva-voce session. 

o Preparation Tip: Anticipate questions that test your depth of knowledge and 

the implications of your findings. Be concise yet comprehensive in your 

responses. 
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Pro Tips for Success 

1. Time Management: Allocate time for coursework, fieldwork, and writing without 

neglecting personal well-being. 

2. Networking: Attend seminars, workshops, and conferences to connect with scholars 

and academicians in your field. 

3. Documentation: Maintain meticulous records of your research activities, 

correspondence, and feedback. 

4. Adaptability: Be open to revising your thesis structure or arguments based on 

supervisor feedback or new findings. 

5. Resilience: The Ph.D. journey is challenging but immensely rewarding. Stay focused 

and motivated. 

 

With these stages clearly outlined, aspiring Ph.D. scholars can navigate their academic 

journey with confidence and clarity. Each phase builds on the previous one, culminating in a 

robust contribution to the field of Political Science. 
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SECTION 2: GENERAL FORMATTING GUIDELINES 

 

Creating a Polished and Professional Thesis: Formatting Essentials 

A well-written thesis isn't just about the content; it's also about how it is presented. 

Adhering to the general formatting guidelines ensures consistency, readability, and 

professionalism, which reflect positively on your work. Here's a detailed, easy-to-

understand breakdown of the formatting requirements for Ph.D. theses in the Department 

of Political Science at the University of Allahabad. 

 

1. General Layout 

This section defines the standard page setup, ensuring uniformity throughout the 

document. 

• Paper Size: Use A4 (8.27 x 11.69 inches) paper. This size is universally accepted for 

academic and professional documents. 

• Margins: 

o Maintain a 1-inch margin (2.54 cm) on all four sides (top, bottom, left, and 

right). 

o Uniform margins provide a clean, symmetrical appearance, essential for 

binding and readability. 

• Font Style and Size: 

o English Medium: 

▪ Text: Times New Roman or Arial for its readability and professional 

look. 

▪ Font Sizes: 

▪ Main Text: 12 pt. 

▪ Headings: 14 pt, bold. 
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o Hindi Medium: 

▪ Text: Kruti Dev 010 or Mangal, as these are widely compatible 

Unicode-based fonts. 

▪ Font Sizes: 

▪ Main Text: 14 pt. 

▪ Headings: 16 pt, bold. 

• Line Spacing: 

o Main Text: 1.5 spacing allows easy reading and annotation. 

o Block Quotations, Footnotes, and References: Single spacing to distinguish 

them from the main text. 

• Alignment: 

o Main Text: Justified for a clean, aligned look on both left and right margins. 

o Chapter Titles: Center-aligned, emphasizing the beginning of a new section. 

• Page Numbering: 

o Use Roman numerals (i, ii, iii) for preliminary sections (e.g., 

Acknowledgments, Abstract). 

o Switch to Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3) starting with the first chapter. 

 

2. Headings and Subheadings 

Properly structured headings guide readers through the content. 

• Chapter Titles: 

o Use small caps and bold (e.g., CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION). 

• Subheadings: 

o Follow a numbered system for clarity (e.g., 1.1 Background, 1.1.1 Specific 

Focus). 

o Ensure consistency in font style and size across all subheadings. 
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• Hierarchy: 

o Use different formats for different levels of subheadings, but maintain 

consistency within each level. 

 

3. Tables and Figures 

Visual aids such as tables and figures enhance comprehension but must be formatted 

carefully. 

• Positioning: 

o Center tables and figures on the page for a balanced appearance. 

• Titles and Labels: 

o Include clear, descriptive titles (e.g., Table 1: Socio-Economic Factors 

Influencing Voting Behavior). 

o Ensure each table or figure has a corresponding label and number. 

• Sequential Numbering: 

o Tables: Numbered as Table 1, Table 2, etc. 

o Figures: Numbered as Figure 1, Figure 2, etc. 

• Placement: 

o Insert tables or figures as close as possible to their reference in the text. 

• Source Attribution: 

o Always cite the source below the table or figure, if applicable. 

 

4. Preliminary Sections 

The preliminary pages set the tone and structure of the thesis. Each section must be 

formatted systematically. 

1. Title Page: 

• Contains: 

▪ Full thesis title. 
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▪ Scholar’s name. 

▪ Department name. 

▪ Statement: “Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for 

the degree of [Degree Name]”. 

▪ Supervisor’s name and title. 

▪ Submission year. 

2. Abstract: 

• Limit: 250 words. 

• Contents: Briefly summarize the problem, objectives, methodology, findings, 

and significance. 

• Avoid jargon; focus on clarity. 

3. Acknowledgments: 

• Thank individuals and organizations who supported your research. 

• Keep it concise but personal. 

4. Table of Contents: 

• List chapters, subheadings, and corresponding page numbers. 

• Ensure it is updated as the thesis evolves. 

5. List of Tables, Figures, and Abbreviations: 

• Include descriptive titles and page numbers for each table or figure. 

• Abbreviations should be listed alphabetically with their full forms. 

 

5. Main Body Guidelines 

The main text must maintain consistency across all chapters. 

• Chapters: 

o Begin each chapter on a new page. 

o Use bold, small caps for chapter titles. 
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• Paragraphs: 

o Indent each new paragraph or separate them with a blank line. 

• Citations and Footnotes: 

o Use the citation style specified (APA, MLA, Chicago, Harvard). 

o Maintain uniformity in format throughout the document. 

 

6. Additional Guidelines for Hindi Medium 

Scholars submitting their thesis in Hindi must ensure the following: 

• Use Unicode fonts like Mangal for compatibility across devices. 

• Font Sizes: 

o Main Text: 14 pt. 

o Headings: 16 pt. 

• Ensure proper transliteration of non-Hindi terms and follow the formatting 

standards. 

 

7. References and Appendices 

References and appendices add value to the thesis by providing a comprehensive list of 

sources and supplementary materials. 

• References: 

o Follow the specified style (APA, MLA, Chicago, or Harvard). 

o Organize alphabetically by author name. 

• Appendices: 

o Include supplementary data such as survey questionnaires, interview 

transcripts, or additional charts. 

o Title each appendix sequentially (e.g., Appendix A, Appendix B). 
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8. Tips for Consistent Formatting 

• Use tools like Microsoft Word Styles or LaTeX for formatting automation. 

• Regularly update the Table of Contents and List of Tables/Figures as the document 

evolves. 

• Proofread thoroughly to catch inconsistencies in font size, spacing, or alignment. 

 

Key Takeaway 

Formatting is not merely an afterthought—it is integral to the readability and 

professionalism of your thesis. By adhering to these guidelines, scholars ensure their work 

meets academic standards and leaves a lasting impression. 
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SECTION 3: TABLES, FIGURES AND ABBREVIATIONS 

 

Organizing Visual and Abbreviated Elements for Easy Reference 

The List of Tables, Figures, and Abbreviations serves as a guide for readers to locate 

important visuals and terminologies in your thesis. This section provides a quick reference 

for charts, graphs, tables, and shorthand terms, ensuring clarity and accessibility. 

 

1. Purpose of This Section 

1. Streamline Navigation: 

o Helps readers quickly find specific visuals or terms in the thesis. 

2. Enhance Comprehension: 

o Provides a consolidated view of all tables, figures, and abbreviations. 

3. Reflect Professionalism: 

o Demonstrates attention to detail in organizing the thesis. 

 

2. Components of This Section 

A. List of Tables 

1. Definition: 

o A sequential list of all tables included in the thesis. 

2. Formatting: 

o Include table numbers, titles, and corresponding page numbers. 
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3. Example: 

Table Number Title Page Number 

Table 1 Socio-Economic Profile of Respondents 25 

Table 2 Voter Turnout by Income Group 38 

Table 3 Regression Analysis of Voter Turnout 45 

 

B. List of Figures 

1. Definition: 

o A sequential list of all figures, such as graphs, charts, or maps, used in the 

thesis. 

2. Formatting: 

o Include figure numbers, captions, and page numbers. 

3. Example: 

Figure Number Caption Page Number 

Figure 1 Voter Turnout Trends (2015–2023) 30 

Figure 2 Socio-Economic Factors and Electoral Behavior 41 

Figure 3 Impact of Caste Dynamics on Voting Patterns 50 

 

C. List of Abbreviations 

1. Definition: 

o A glossary of all abbreviations used in the thesis, along with their full forms. 

2. Formatting: 

o Arrange abbreviations alphabetically for easy access. 
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3. Example: 

Abbreviation Full Form 

ECI Election Commission of India 

FPTP First-Past-the-Post 

MLA Member of the Legislative Assembly 

NGO Non-Governmental Organization 

 

3. Formatting Guidelines 

A. Layout 

1. Use a uniform format for all lists. 

2. Ensure proper alignment of numbers, titles, and page references. 

B. Consistency 

1. Match the titles and captions in the lists to those in the main text. 

2. Verify that all tables, figures, and abbreviations mentioned in the thesis are included. 

C. Placement 

1. Position the list after the Table of Contents and before the main body of the thesis. 

2. If the Glossary is extensive, place it before the List of Tables, Figures, and 

Abbreviations. 

 

4. Example Section for List of Tables, Figures, and Abbreviations 

List of Tables 

• Table 1: Socio-Economic Profile of Respondents …………………….. Page 25 

• Table 2: Voter Turnout by Income Group ……………………………… Page 38 

• Table 3: Regression Analysis of Voter Turnout ……………………… Page 45 

List of Figures 

• Figure 1: Voter Turnout Trends (2015–2023) ……………………… Page 30 
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• Figure 2: Socio-Economic Factors and Electoral Behavior ……… Page 41 

• Figure 3: Impact of Caste Dynamics on Voting Patterns ………… Page 50 

List of Abbreviations 

• ECI: Election Commission of India 

• FPTP: First-Past-the-Post 

• MLA: Member of the Legislative Assembly 

• NGO: Non-Governmental Organization 

 

5. Tips for Creating This Section 

1. Use Word Processing Tools: 

o Employ automated tools in MS Word or LaTeX to generate lists of tables and 

figures. 

2. Keep it Updated: 

o Revise the list as you add, remove, or modify visuals and abbreviations. 

3. Cross-Check Titles and Numbers: 

o Ensure all captions match those in the main text for accuracy. 

 

6. Benefits of This Section 

1. Enhanced Reader Experience: 

o Enables readers to locate visuals and terms without flipping through the 

entire document. 

2. Improved Organization: 

o Reflects the thesis’s structured and professional presentation. 
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Sample Opening Paragraph for This Section 

"The following section provides a comprehensive list of tables, figures, and abbreviations 

used in this thesis. These lists are designed to facilitate quick access to important data 

visuals and terminologies, ensuring a seamless reading experience." 

 

7. Checklist for the List of Tables, Figures, and Abbreviations 

1. Have you included all tables, figures, and abbreviations mentioned in the thesis? 

2. Are the titles and captions consistent with those in the main text? 

3. Are page numbers accurately referenced? 

4. Are the abbreviations listed in alphabetical order? 

 

By organizing tables, figures, and abbreviations in this section, you enhance the accessibility 

and usability of your thesis, leaving a professional impression on readers and evaluators. 
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SECTION 4: INTRODUCTION 

 

Crafting a Compelling Start to Your Thesis 

The Introduction is the gateway to your thesis. It sets the tone, provides context, and 

establishes the significance of research. A well-structured introduction not only grabs the 

reader’s attention but also lays the foundation for the research journey. This section will 

guide scholars of Political Science through the elements of an effective introduction. 

 

1. Background Information 

The introduction begins with a comprehensive background that contextualizes the research 

topic. This section should cover historical, theoretical, and social dimensions, relevant to 

Political Science. 

• Purpose: To provide a foundation for understanding the research problem. 

• Key Elements: 

o Historical developments that frame the issue. 

o Theoretical debates and controversies. 

o Social or political relevance. 

• Example: If your research focuses on voter behavior, start with: 

o "Elections are the cornerstone of democracy, providing citizens the power to 

influence governance. In rural India, voter turnout trends have reflected 

socio-economic transformations, yet remain underexplored in political 

science literature." 

 

2. Research Problem/Question 

Clearly articulating the research problem or question is the heart of the introduction. This is 

where the scholar defines what the research seeks to address. 

• Steps to Formulate: 

1. Identify gaps in existing literature. 
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2. Highlight the need for addressing these gaps. 

3. Frame the research question concisely. 

• Example: 

o "What are the socio-economic and political determinants influencing voter 

turnout in rural India?" 

o "How does caste-based mobilization shape political participation at the local 

level?" 

 

3. Hypothesis or Expected Outcomes 

Depending on the nature of the research—quantitative or qualitative—this section 

introduces the hypothesis or outlines expected outcomes. 

• Quantitative Research: 

o Formulate testable hypotheses. 

o Example Hypotheses: 

▪ H1: "Higher income levels positively influence voter turnout in rural 

constituencies." 

▪ H2: "Caste identity has a stronger impact on voting behavior than 

economic status." 

• Qualitative Research: 

o Frame expected outcomes based on theoretical insights or preliminary 

observations. 

o Example: 

▪ "This study anticipates uncovering the interplay between socio-

economic disparities and local leadership dynamics as key factors in 

voter participation." 

 

4. Objectives of the Study 

Objectives define the scope and focus of the research. They can be categorized as general 

and specific. 
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• General Objective: 

o Broad aim capturing the essence of the study. 

o Example: "To explore the factors influencing voter turnout in rural India." 

• Specific Objectives: 

o Break the general objective into measurable components. 

o Examples: 

▪ Analyze the role of income and education in voter participation. 

▪ Examine caste-based political mobilization in rural elections. 

▪ Investigate the impact of political campaigns on voter preferences. 

 

5. Significance and Motivation 

This section highlights the importance of the research and the scholar’s personal motivation 

for undertaking it. 

• Why is the Study Important? 

o Theoretical Significance: 

▪ "This study contributes to understanding voter behavior in emerging 

democracies, particularly in rural settings." 

o Practical Applications: 

▪ "Insights from this research can guide policymakers in designing 

inclusive voter outreach programs." 

• Personal Motivation: 

o Share what inspired the choice of the topic. 

o Example: "Growing up in a rural community, I witnessed firsthand the socio-

economic challenges shaping political participation. This motivated me to 

explore these dynamics through academic inquiry." 
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6. Structure of the Thesis 

Provide a roadmap of the thesis, summarizing the content of each chapter. This helps 

readers navigate the document easily. 

• Example Structure: 

o Chapter 1: Introduction: 

▪ Overview of the research problem, objectives, and significance. 

o Chapter 2: Literature Review: 

▪ Summary of existing research, theoretical frameworks, and identified 

gaps. 

o Chapter 3: Methodology: 

▪ Research design, data collection, and analysis methods. 

o Chapter 4: Results and Analysis: 

▪ Presentation and interpretation of findings. 

o Chapter 5: Discussion: 

▪ Implications of the findings, theoretical contributions, and practical 

recommendations. 

o Chapter 6: Conclusion: 

▪ Summary of key findings, contributions to the field, and suggestions 

for future research. 

 

7. Tips for Writing an Effective Introduction 

1. Start with a Hook: 

o Use an interesting fact, statistic, or anecdote to engage the reader. 

o Example: "In the 2019 general elections, rural India recorded a voter turnout 

of 68%, yet a significant gender disparity persists, with women’s participation 

lagging behind." 

2. Be Clear and Concise: 

o Avoid overly technical jargon or lengthy digressions. 
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o Focus on clarity and precision. 

3. Maintain Logical Flow: 

o Ensure seamless transitions between background, problem statement, 

objectives, and significance. 

4. Tailor to Your Audience: 

o Write with both academic reviewers and general readers in mind. 

 

Sample Opening Paragraph 

"Elections are a celebration of democracy, yet they often reflect the socio-economic divides 

within a society. In India, the rural electorate plays a pivotal role in shaping political 

outcomes, yet their participation is influenced by a myriad of factors—economic disparities, 

caste hierarchies, and the reach of political campaigns. This study delves into the socio-

economic and political determinants of voter turnout in rural India, aiming to bridge the gap 

between theoretical postulations and ground realities." 

 

By mastering these elements, scholars can craft an introduction that captivates, informs, 

and sets the stage for a robust research study. 
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SECTION 5: LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Building a Strong Foundation for Your Research 

The Literature Review is a critical component of a thesis, providing a comprehensive 

overview of existing research and laying the groundwork for your study. It demonstrates 

your familiarity with the field, identifies gaps in the literature, and justifies the need for your 

research. 

 

1. Purpose of the Literature Review 

The primary goals of a literature review are to: 

1. Summarize Previous Research: 

o Provide a concise overview of studies relevant to your topic. 

o Highlight key findings, methodologies, and conclusions. 

2. Identify Gaps and Controversies: 

o Pinpoint areas where existing research is incomplete or contradictory. 

o Example: "While studies have explored the role of caste in urban voter 

behavior, little attention has been given to its impact in rural contexts." 

3. Develop a Theoretical Framework: 

o Integrate theories and concepts that will guide your study. 

4. Justify Your Research: 

o Demonstrate how your work contributes to the field and addresses 

unresolved issues. 

 

2. Structuring the Literature Review 

An effective literature review is organized systematically to maintain clarity and coherence. 
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A. Introduction 

• Briefly introduce the focus of the review. 

• State the criteria used to select the literature (e.g., peer-reviewed journals, specific 

timeframes, geographic focus). 

Example: "This review examines studies on voter behavior in rural India, focusing on socio-

economic determinants and caste dynamics published between 2010 and 2023." 

 

B. Thematic or Chronological Organization 

Organize the literature in a way that makes sense for your research. 

1. Thematic Approach: 

o Group studies based on common themes or concepts. 

o Example: "Studies are categorized under three themes: socio-economic 

factors, political campaigns, and caste influences." 

2. Chronological Approach: 

o Trace the evolution of research over time. 

o Example: "Early studies focused on economic incentives, while recent 

research has shifted towards behavioral and cultural dynamics." 

 

C. Key Elements to Include 

1. Overview of Relevant Literature: 

o Summarize seminal works and recent studies in your area of research. 

o Example: "Gupta (2015) argues that income disparities influence voter 

turnout, while Singh (2018) emphasizes the role of local leadership." 

2. Theories and Concepts: 

o Discuss the theoretical frameworks that inform the research. 

o Example: "Rational Choice Theory posits that voters act in self-interest, but 

Behavioral Theories highlight the impact of social and cultural norms." 
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3. Gaps and Controversies: 

o Identify areas that require further investigation. 

o Example: "Despite the extensive focus on urban voting patterns, there is 

limited research on the role of caste dynamics in rural constituencies." 

4. Integration of Theoretical Frameworks: 

o Propose a framework that combines insights from existing studies. 

o Example: "This study integrates Rational Choice Theory with Behavioral 

Theory to explore the interplay between economic incentives and social 

norms." 

 

D. Conclusion 

Summarize key findings from the review and highlight how your study will address identified 

gaps. 

Example: "This review reveals a lack of research on the intersection of caste and political 

campaigns in rural India. By addressing this gap, this study aims to contribute to a more 

nuanced understanding of voter behavior." 

 

3. Steps to Conduct a Literature Review 

1. Define Your Scope: 

o Specify the themes, timeframes, and geographic focus of the literature to be 

reviewed. 

2. Search for Relevant Literature: 

o Use academic databases like JSTOR, Scopus, and Google Scholar. 

o Identify key journals in Political Science, such as The Indian Journal of Political 

Science. 

3. Evaluate Sources: 

o Prioritize peer-reviewed articles and books by reputable scholars. 

o Check for recency and relevance to your research question. 
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4. Take Notes: 

o Summarize key findings, methodologies, and gaps for each source. 

o Organize your notes thematically or chronologically. 

5. Synthesize Information: 

o Look for patterns, agreements, and disagreements across studies. 

o Avoid listing studies in isolation; instead, integrate them into a cohesive 

narrative. 

 

4. Visual Representation of Literature 

Using visual aids can help summarize complex relationships or trends in the literature. 

• Flowcharts: Map out theoretical relationships. 

o Example: Show how socio-economic status, caste dynamics, and political 

campaigns interact to influence voter behavior. 

• Tables: Compare studies based on their focus, methods, and findings. 

o Example: 

Study Focus Methodology Key Findings 

Gupta 

(2015) 

Socio-economic 

factors 

Survey Income positively correlates with 

turnout. 

Singh 

(2018) 

Role of caste Field 

interviews 

Caste identity shapes voting 

behavior. 

 

5. Common Pitfalls to Avoid 

1. Lack of Focus: 

o Avoid reviewing unrelated studies; stay aligned with your research 

objectives. 

2. Excessive Detail: 

o Summarize studies succinctly; focus on relevance rather than every detail. 
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3. Bias: 

o Present a balanced view, including studies that may contradict your 

hypothesis. 

 

6. Tools for Writing a Literature Review 

• Reference Managers: 

o Use tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote to organize and cite sources. 

• Writing Software: 

o Use Microsoft Word or LaTeX for drafting. 

• Plagiarism Checkers: 

o Ensure originality using tools like Turnitin or Grammarly. 

 

Sample Opening for a Literature Review 

"The dynamics of voter behavior have long intrigued political scientists, with numerous 

studies exploring the impact of socio-economic status, political campaigns, and cultural 

norms. However, the literature remains fragmented, particularly in the context of rural India, 

where caste dynamics and localized leadership play pivotal roles. This review synthesizes 

existing research to highlight gaps and propose a framework for investigating these 

influences." 

 

By critically evaluating and synthesizing existing research, scholars can create a robust 

literature review that not only supports their study but also contributes to the broader field 

of Political Science. 
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SECTION 6: METHODOLOGY 

 

Crafting a Solid Research Framework 

The Methodology section outlines the strategies, tools, and processes you’ll use to collect, 

analyze, and interpret data. It bridges your research questions and the results, ensuring that 

your study is grounded in a systematic and transparent approach. 

 

1. Importance of Methodology 

The methodology provides the foundation for credible research. A well-defined 

methodology: 

1. Ensures consistency and reliability in data collection and analysis. 

2. Demonstrates the rigor and validity of your approach to answering research 

questions. 

3. Helps readers understand how conclusions are drawn, enabling them to evaluate 

your findings. 

 

2. Key Components of the Methodology Section 

A robust methodology section includes the following elements: 

A. Research Design 

• Definition: The blueprint of your research, specifying whether it is exploratory, 

descriptive, or explanatory. 

• Types: 

o Qualitative: Focuses on understanding concepts, opinions, or experiences. 

o Quantitative: Involves numerical data and statistical analysis. 

o Mixed-Methods: Combines qualitative and quantitative approaches for a 

holistic view. 
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• Example: 

o “This study adopts a mixed-methods approach to explore the socio-economic 

determinants of voter turnout in rural India, integrating survey data with in-

depth interviews.” 

 

B. Data Collection Methods 

• Surveys: 

o Ideal for collecting standardized data from a large population. 

o Example: “A 20-item questionnaire was distributed to 500 voters in rural 

districts.” 

• Interviews: 

o Useful for gaining deep insights into individual perspectives. 

o Example: “Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 50 local leaders to 

understand caste-based mobilization.” 

• Observations: 

o Involves systematically recording behavior in real-time. 

• Secondary Data: 

o Refers to data from existing sources like government reports, journal articles, 

and historical archives. 

o Example: “Election Commission reports were analyzed for voter turnout 

trends.” 

 

C. Sampling Techniques 

• Definition: The process of selecting participants or data points for your study. 

• Types: 

o Random Sampling: Ensures each individual has an equal chance of selection. 

o Stratified Sampling: Divides the population into subgroups (e.g., by caste or 

gender) to ensure representation. 
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o Purposive Sampling: Focuses on participants who are most relevant to the 

study. 

• Example: 

o “A stratified random sampling method was employed to ensure diversity 

across age, gender, and caste groups.” 

 

D. Data Analysis Procedures 

How you analyze your data depends on whether your research is qualitative or quantitative. 

• Quantitative Analysis: 

o Use statistical tools like SPSS, R, or Excel. 

o Techniques include: 

▪ Descriptive statistics (mean, median, standard deviation). 

▪ Inferential statistics (regression analysis, hypothesis testing). 

o Example: “Regression analysis was conducted to assess the relationship 

between income and voter turnout.” 

• Qualitative Analysis: 

o Use thematic coding or narrative analysis. 

o Example: “Thematic coding was applied to interview transcripts to identify 

recurring patterns in voter motivations.” 

• Mixed-Methods Analysis: 

o Combine statistical tests with qualitative interpretation. 

o Example: “Survey results were triangulated with interview findings to ensure 

validity.” 
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E. Ethical Considerations 

Ethical practices are integral to maintaining research integrity. 

• Informed Consent: 

o Participants must understand the purpose of the study and consent 

voluntarily. 

o Example: “Participants signed a consent form outlining the study’s objectives 

and their rights.” 

• Confidentiality: 

o Protect participants’ identities and data. 

o Example: “Data was anonymized using unique codes for each participant.” 

• Avoidance of Bias: 

o Ensure neutrality in data collection and analysis. 

 

3. Research Instruments 

Detail the tools or instruments used to collect data. 

• Surveys and Questionnaires: 

o Include clear and concise questions, ensuring relevance to research 

objectives. 

o Example: 

▪ Question: “On a scale of 1-5, how influential is your caste identity in 

determining your voting decision?” 

• Interview Guides: 

o Prepare open-ended questions to encourage detailed responses. 

o Example: 

▪ “Can you describe how political campaigns in your region address 

caste-based issues?” 
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4. Visual Representation of the Methodology 

Visual aids such as flowcharts, diagrams, or tables can clarify complex processes. 

• Example Flowchart for Data Collection: 

Identify Target Population → Develop Sampling Frame → Administer Surveys → Conduct 

Interviews → Analyze Data 

• Example Table for Method Summary: 

Research Question Data Collection 

Method 

Sample 

Size 

Data Analysis 

Technique 

What are the determinants of 

turnout? 

Surveys 500 voters Regression Analysis 

How does caste influence 

voting? 

Interviews 50 leaders Thematic Coding 

 

5. Ensuring Reliability and Validity 

Reliability and validity are crucial for credible research. 

• Reliability: 

o The consistency of measurements. 

o Example: “The survey instrument was piloted with 20 participants to ensure 

reliability.” 

• Validity: 

o The extent to which the instrument measures what it is intended to measure. 

o Example: “Questions were reviewed by a panel of experts in Political Science 

to ensure content validity.” 

 

6. Challenges and Mitigation 

Identify potential challenges and propose solutions. 

• Challenge: Low survey response rates. 

o Solution: Offer incentives or follow up with participants. 
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• Challenge: Language barriers in rural settings. 

o Solution: Translate survey instruments into local languages and train field 

staff. 

 

7. Practical Tips for Writing the Methodology 

1. Be Detailed and Specific: 

o Clearly explain the steps taken to collect and analyze data. 

2. Use Clear Language: 

o Avoid jargon and ensure that technical terms are explained. 

3. Justify Choices: 

o Explain why specific methods were chosen and how they align with your 

objectives. 

 

Sample Methodology Statement 

"This study adopts a mixed-methods approach to explore socio-economic and political 

determinants of voter turnout in rural India. A survey was administered to 500 randomly 

selected voters, while 50 semi-structured interviews were conducted with local leaders to 

understand caste-based influences. Quantitative data was analyzed using regression models, 

while qualitative data was coded thematically. Ethical considerations, including informed 

consent and data anonymization, were rigorously followed to ensure research integrity." 

 

By detailing the research design, data collection methods, and analysis techniques, the 

methodology section establishes the credibility and replicability of your study. 
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SECTION 7: RESULTS AND ANALYSIS 

 

Presenting and Interpreting Data for Meaningful Insights 

The Results and Analysis section is where you present your findings systematically and 

interpret their significance. This section bridges the raw data collected during research with 

the broader narrative of your thesis. A well-crafted Results and Analysis chapter not only 

showcases your findings but also demonstrates their relevance to your research questions 

and hypotheses. 

 

1. Purpose of the Results and Analysis Section 

1. Present Findings Clearly: 

o Display data in a logical and organized manner. 

o Use tables, graphs, and charts for clarity. 

2. Interpret Findings: 

o Link findings to your research objectives and hypotheses. 

3. Highlight Trends and Patterns: 

o Discuss significant results and their implications. 

4. Address the Research Questions: 

o Provide direct answers based on the data. 

 

2. Structuring the Results and Analysis Section 

A well-organized structure is critical for readability and coherence. 

A. Introduction 

• Begin with an overview of the results to be discussed. 

• State how the data will be presented (e.g., thematic or by research question). 
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Example: "This chapter presents the findings from the survey and interviews conducted in 

rural districts. The results are organized under three key themes: socio-economic factors, 

caste influences, and the impact of political campaigns." 

 

B. Presentation of Results 

1. Quantitative Data: 

o Use tables, graphs, or charts to summarize statistical findings. 

o Example: 

▪ “Table 1 shows the correlation between income levels and voter 

turnout, indicating a positive relationship with a Pearson coefficient of 

0.75.” 

o Describe significant trends or anomalies. 

▪ “Voter turnout was highest among middle-income groups, as shown in 

Figure 2.” 

2. Qualitative Data: 

o Present themes or patterns identified in interviews or observations. 

o Example: 

▪ “Interviewees emphasized the role of caste-based appeals in shaping 

voting preferences. One respondent noted, ‘Caste leaders often 

dictate our choices, as they have significant influence over the 

community.’” 

 

C. Data Analysis 

This section delves deeper into the interpretation of results, linking them to your research 

questions and hypotheses. 

1. Quantitative Analysis: 

o Use statistical tools and techniques to interpret data. 

o Example: 
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▪ “Regression analysis revealed that income level (β = 0.45, p < 0.01) 

significantly predicts voter turnout. This supports Hypothesis 1, which 

posited a positive relationship between income and turnout.” 

2. Qualitative Analysis: 

o Use thematic or narrative analysis to interpret responses. 

o Example: 

▪ “Three key themes emerged from the interviews: the significance of 

caste loyalty, the influence of local leaders, and the role of economic 

incentives in voter decision-making.” 

3. Mixed-Methods Integration: 

o Combine quantitative and qualitative insights to provide a holistic view. 

o Example: 

▪ “While survey data highlighted income as a major determinant of 

voter turnout, interviews revealed that economic factors are often 

mediated by caste loyalties and community dynamics.” 

 

D. Highlighting Key Findings 

Summarize the most significant results in relation to your research questions. 

Example: 

• Research Question: “What are the socio-economic determinants of voter turnout in 

rural India?” 

o Finding: “Income and education levels were positively correlated with turnout, 

with middle-income voters showing the highest participation rates.” 

• Research Question: “How does caste influence voting behavior?” 

o Finding: “Caste-based appeals were reported as a major factor in voting 

decisions, with 65% of respondents indicating that caste loyalty influenced 

their choice.” 
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3. Visual Representation of Results 

Effective visual aids enhance comprehension and engagement. 

• Tables: 

o Use for detailed numerical data. 

o Example: 

Income Group Voter Turnout (%) 

Low Income 55% 

Middle Income 75% 

High Income 68% 

• Graphs/Charts: 

o Bar charts for comparing groups. 

o Line graphs for trends over time. 

o Example: A line graph showing voter turnout trends across different income 

groups. 

• Thematic Diagrams: 

o Use for qualitative data to illustrate themes. 

 

4. Addressing Unexpected Results 

Not all results may align with your hypotheses, and that’s perfectly fine. 

• Discuss any unexpected or contradictory findings. 

• Example: 

o “Contrary to Hypothesis 2, high-income voters had lower turnout rates than 

middle-income voters. This may be due to urban migration or disinterest in 

local politics.” 
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5. Relating Results to Existing Literature 

Compare your findings with those of previous studies to situate your research within the 

broader academic context. 

Example: 

• “These findings align with Gupta’s (2015) study on socio-economic determinants but 

challenge Singh’s (2018) assertion that caste influence is declining in rural politics.” 

 

6. Limitations of Data 

Acknowledge any limitations in your data or analysis. 

• Example: 

o “The survey sample was limited to two districts, which may not fully represent 

rural India’s diversity.” 

o “Self-reported data on voting behavior may be subject to social desirability 

bias.” 

 

7. Practical Applications of Findings 

Discuss how your results can be used in real-world contexts. 

• Example: 

o “These insights can inform targeted voter awareness campaigns, particularly 

in regions where socio-economic barriers limit participation.” 

 

Sample Text for Results and Analysis 

"This study revealed that income and caste are significant determinants of voter turnout in 

rural India. Middle-income voters demonstrated the highest turnout rates (75%), while 

qualitative interviews highlighted the pervasive influence of caste-based appeals. Regression 

analysis confirmed a strong positive relationship between income and turnout (β = 0.45, p < 

0.01). These findings underscore the importance of addressing economic and cultural 

barriers to enhance democratic participation." 
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SECTION 8: DISCUSSION 

 

Interpreting Results and Exploring Implications 

The Discussion section delves into the broader meaning and implications of your findings. It 

connects your results to the research questions, existing literature, and theoretical 

frameworks. This section also highlights the study's contributions, addresses limitations, and 

suggests future research directions. 

 

1. Purpose of the Discussion Section 

The discussion interprets the results in light of the research objectives, emphasizing their 

significance. Key purposes include: 

1. Explaining Findings: 

o Provide in-depth interpretations of the results. 

2. Linking to Literature: 

o Compare and contrast findings with existing studies. 

3. Exploring Implications: 

o Discuss the theoretical, practical, and policy implications of the study. 

4. Identifying Limitations: 

o Acknowledge the constraints of the study and how they might impact 

interpretations. 

5. Suggesting Future Research: 

o Propose areas for further exploration. 

 

2. Structuring the Discussion Section 

A. Introduction 

• Begin with a brief summary of the key findings. 
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• Restate the research questions or hypotheses. 

Example: "This study examined the socio-economic and political determinants of voter 

turnout in rural India. The results highlighted income and caste as significant factors, with 

political campaigns playing a moderating role. This section interprets these findings in 

relation to existing literature and discusses their broader implications." 

 

B. Interpretation of Results 

Discuss what your findings mean and why they matter. 

1. Align Findings with Objectives: 

o Address each research question or hypothesis. 

o Example: 

▪ Research Question: “What are the socio-economic determinants of 

voter turnout?” 

▪ Interpretation: “The positive relationship between income and voter 

turnout underscores the role of economic security in political 

participation.” 

2. Provide Context: 

o Situate findings within the broader socio-political landscape. 

o Example: 

▪ “The influence of caste loyalty reflects deeply entrenched social 

hierarchies in rural India, which continue to shape electoral behavior.” 

3. Discuss Unexpected Results: 

o Acknowledge and rationalize anomalies or contradictions. 

o Example: 

▪ “Contrary to expectations, high-income voters exhibited lower turnout 

rates. This could be attributed to urban migration or reduced reliance 

on local governance.” 
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C. Relating Findings to Existing Literature 

1. Highlight Consistencies: 

o Demonstrate alignment with previous studies. 

o Example: 

▪ “These findings corroborate Gupta’s (2015) conclusion that income 

levels significantly influence voter participation in rural settings.” 

2. Address Contradictions: 

o Explain discrepancies with existing research. 

o Example: 

▪ “While Singh (2018) argued that caste influences are waning, this 

study demonstrates their continued relevance, particularly in local 

elections.” 

3. Advance Theoretical Contributions: 

o Show how your study extends or challenges existing theories. 

o Example: 

▪ “This research integrates Rational Choice Theory with Behavioral 

Theory, demonstrating that economic incentives and cultural norms 

interact to shape voter behavior.” 

 

D. Implications of Findings 

1. Theoretical Implications: 

o Highlight how the study contributes to academic understanding. 

o Example: 

▪ “This study advances the discourse on voter behavior by integrating 

socio-economic and cultural factors into a cohesive framework.” 

2. Practical Implications: 

o Discuss how the findings can inform policy or practice. 

o Example: 
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▪ “Policymakers should prioritize voter awareness campaigns that 

address economic and cultural barriers to participation.” 

3. Policy Recommendations: 

o Suggest actionable steps based on your findings. 

o Example: 

▪ “Political campaigns should include caste-neutral messaging to foster 

inclusivity and reduce polarization.” 

 

E. Limitations of the Study 

Every study has its constraints. Acknowledging them strengthens the credibility of your 

research. 

1. Methodological Limitations: 

o Example: 

▪ “The sample was limited to two districts, which may not capture the 

full diversity of rural India.” 

2. Data Constraints: 

o Example: 

▪ “Self-reported data on voter behavior could be influenced by social 

desirability bias.” 

3. Theoretical Scope: 

o Example: 

▪ “This study focused on rural constituencies; future research should 

explore urban-rural comparisons.” 

 

F. Future Research Directions 

Propose areas where further exploration is needed. 

1. Expand Geographic Scope: 

o Example: 
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▪ “Future studies could include urban regions to compare socio-

economic influences across settings.” 

2. Use Longitudinal Methods: 

o Example: 

▪ “Longitudinal research could track changes in voter behavior over 

multiple election cycles.” 

3. Explore New Variables: 

o Example: 

▪ “Additional factors such as digital literacy and social media influence 

should be investigated.” 

 

3. Practical Tips for Writing the Discussion 

1. Be Analytical, Not Descriptive: 

o Focus on interpreting the data rather than repeating results. 

2. Maintain Logical Flow: 

o Ensure smooth transitions between interpretations, implications, and 

limitations. 

3. Balance Strengths and Weaknesses: 

o Highlight contributions without overstating their significance. 

 

Sample Text for the Discussion Section 

"This study underscores the interplay between socio-economic and cultural factors in 

shaping voter turnout in rural India. The positive correlation between income and turnout 

aligns with Rational Choice Theory, suggesting that economic security fosters political 

engagement. However, the influence of caste-based appeals reflects the enduring relevance 

of cultural norms, challenging assumptions of declining caste politics. These findings 

highlight the need for inclusive voter outreach programs that address economic and cultural 

barriers. While this study provides valuable insights, its geographic scope and reliance on 

self-reported data warrant further research to enhance generalizability." 
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SECTION 9: CONCLUSION 

 

Synthesizing Key Findings and Reflecting on Contributions 

The Conclusion is the final chapter of your thesis, where you consolidate your findings, 

underscore their significance, and propose pathways for future research. This section leaves 

the reader with a clear understanding of what your research has accomplished and its 

broader implications. 

 

1. Purpose of the Conclusion Section 

The conclusion aims to: 

1. Summarize Key Findings: 

o Provide a concise overview of the main results. 

2. Reiterate the Research Contributions: 

o Highlight how your study advances knowledge in the field. 

3. Reflect on Practical and Theoretical Implications: 

o Discuss the broader impact of your findings. 

4. Propose Future Research Directions: 

o Suggest areas for further investigation. 

5. Offer Final Reflections: 

o Provide a thoughtful closing statement on the research journey. 

 

2. Structuring the Conclusion 

A. Recap of Research Objectives and Questions 

Begin by revisiting the goals of your study. 
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• Example: 

o “This study set out to examine the socio-economic and political determinants 

of voter turnout in rural India. It sought to answer two key questions: (1) 

What are the socio-economic factors influencing voter behavior? (2) How do 

caste dynamics and political campaigns shape electoral participation?” 

 

B. Summary of Key Findings 

Provide a brief synthesis of your results. 

1. Align Findings with Research Questions: 

o Example: 

▪ “The analysis revealed that income and education levels significantly 

influence voter turnout, with middle-income voters demonstrating the 

highest participation rates. Additionally, caste-based appeals emerged 

as a dominant factor, moderating the impact of socio-economic 

variables.” 

2. Highlight Unexpected Results: 

o Example: 

▪ “Contrary to expectations, high-income voters showed lower turnout 

rates, a trend that warrants further investigation.” 

 

C. Contributions to the Field 

Emphasize how your research advances knowledge in Political Science. 

1. Theoretical Contributions: 

o Example: 

▪ “This study integrates socio-economic and cultural perspectives, 

offering a comprehensive framework for understanding voter behavior 

in rural India.” 

2. Practical Contributions: 

o Example: 
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▪ “The findings provide actionable insights for policymakers, such as 

designing caste-neutral political campaigns and addressing economic 

barriers to voting.” 

 

D. Implications of Findings 

Discuss the broader significance of your research. 

1. For Theory: 

o Example: 

▪ “By demonstrating the interplay between Rational Choice Theory and 

Behavioral Theory, this study advances theoretical understanding of 

voter decision-making processes.” 

2. For Policy: 

o Example: 

▪ “Targeted interventions can enhance voter participation by addressing 

socio-economic disparities and reducing caste-based polarization.” 

 

E. Limitations of the Study 

Acknowledge the constraints that may have influenced your research. 

• Example: 

o “While this study provides valuable insights, its scope was limited to two 

districts in rural India, which may not fully represent the diversity of the 

country’s electorate.” 

 

F. Future Research Directions 

Propose areas where further exploration is needed. 

1. Expand Geographic Scope: 

o Example: 

▪ “Future research could examine urban and semi-urban voter behavior 

to identify similarities and differences across contexts.” 
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2. Investigate New Variables: 

o Example: 

▪ “Further studies should explore the role of digital media in shaping 

voter perceptions and decisions.” 

3. Adopt Longitudinal Approaches: 

o Example: 

▪ “Long-term studies could track changes in voter behavior over 

successive elections.” 

 

G. Final Reflections 

Conclude with a thoughtful statement that encapsulates your research journey. 

• Example: 

o “This study has been an exploration of the intricate dynamics shaping voter 

behavior in rural India. While it highlights enduring challenges, it also 

underscores the potential for informed interventions to foster inclusive and 

equitable democratic participation. As we continue to study and adapt to the 

evolving political landscape, the insights gained here can serve as a 

foundation for future research and policymaking.” 

 

3. Practical Tips for Writing the Conclusion 

1. Be Concise but Comprehensive: 

o Avoid introducing new information or extensive details. 

2. Stay Focused on the Research Goals: 

o Keep the discussion aligned with your objectives and questions. 

3. End on a Strong Note: 

o Use reflective or forward-looking language to leave a lasting impression. 
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Sample Text for the Conclusion 

"This study has shed light on the socio-economic and political determinants of voter turnout 

in rural India, with income, education, and caste dynamics emerging as key factors. By 

integrating Rational Choice and Behavioral Theories, the research offers a nuanced 

framework for understanding voter behavior in developing democracies. Despite its 

limitations, this study provides actionable insights for policymakers and sets the stage for 

further exploration of electoral participation. As rural India continues to evolve, 

understanding its electorate will remain critical to strengthening the democratic process." 

 

The Conclusion is your final opportunity to reinforce the value of your research. By 

succinctly summarizing your findings, emphasizing their significance, and looking to the 

future, you leave readers with a clear understanding of your contributions to the field. 
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SECTION 10: REFERENCES 

 

Building a Reliable and Credible Bibliography 

The References section is a critical component of your thesis, reflecting the depth and 

breadth of your research. It includes all the sources cited in your work, ensuring proper 

acknowledgment of the intellectual contributions that have informed your study. 

 

1. Purpose of the References Section 

The References section aims to: 

1. Acknowledge Sources: 

o Credit the authors and researchers whose work you’ve cited. 

2. Enhance Credibility: 

o Show the rigor of your research by including authoritative sources. 

3. Facilitate Verification: 

o Enable readers to trace your sources for further reading or validation. 

 

2. Common Referencing Styles 

Each referencing style has its specific rules for citing various sources. It is crucial to follow 

the chosen style consistently throughout your thesis. 

 

A. APA Style (7th Edition) 

Widely used in social sciences, APA provides a clear format for citing a range of sources. 

• Examples: 

o Book: 

Smith, J. (2020). Democracy in rural India. Oxford University Press. 
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o Journal Article:  

Gupta, R., & Singh, P. (2021). Voting behavior in Indian villages. Journal of 

Political Studies, 15(2), 45–67. https://doi.org/10.1234/jps.v15i2.5678 

o Website: 

Election Commission of India. (2023, April 15). Voter turnout statistics 2023. 

https://eci.gov.in/statistics 

 

B. MLA Style (9th Edition) 

Common in humanities and liberal arts, MLA prioritizes clarity and flexibility in citation. 

• Examples: 

o Book: 

Smith, John. Democracy in Rural India. Oxford UP, 2020. 

o Journal Article:  

Gupta, Ramesh, and Pooja Singh. "Voting Behavior in Indian Villages." Journal 

of Political Studies, vol. 15, no. 2, 2021, pp. 45-67. 

o Website: 

Election Commission of India. Voter Turnout Statistics 2023. Election 

Commission of India, 15 Apr. 2023, https://eci.gov.in/statistics. 

 

C. Chicago Style (17th Edition) 

Preferred in history and some social sciences, Chicago style offers two referencing formats: 

Notes and Bibliography or Author-Date. Here, the Author-Date system is presented. 

• Examples: 

o Book: 

Smith, John. Democracy in Rural India. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020. 

o Journal Article:  

Gupta, Ramesh, and Pooja Singh. "Voting Behavior in Indian Villages." Journal 

of Political Studies 15, no. 2 (2021): 45–67. 

https://doi.org/10.1234/jps.v15i2.5678.  

o Website: 

Election Commission of India. "Voter Turnout Statistics 2023." Last modified 

April 15, 2023. https://eci.gov.in/statistics. 
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D. Harvard Style 

Commonly used in the social sciences, humanities, business, and some natural sciences 

fields to cite research sources. It's an author-date system that is presented. 

 

• Examples: 

o Book: 

Rawls, J. (1999) A theory of justice. Rev. edn. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press. 

o In-text citation: (Rawls, 1999)  

o Journal Article:  

Smith, J. (2020) ‘Civil society and democracy in South Asia’, Journal of Political 

Studies, 15(2), pp. 45–62. 

o In-text citation: (Smith, 2020)   

o Website: 

Smith, J. (2022) The rise of digital democracy. Political Science Online. 

Available at: https://www.politicalscienceonline.org/digital-democracy 

(Accessed: 10 September 2025). 

o In-text citation: (Smith, 2022) 

 

3. Steps to Compile References 

A. Identify All Sources 

Include every work cited in your thesis, such as: 

1. Books 

2. Journal articles 

3. Government reports 

4. Websites 

5. Conference papers 

6. Dissertations or theses 
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B. Organize Alphabetically 

List references alphabetically by the last name of the first author. 

Example: 

Gupta, Ramesh, and Pooja Singh. "Voting Behavior in Indian Villages." *Journal of Political 

Studies*, vol. 15, no. 2, 2021, pp. 45-67. 

Smith, John. *Democracy in Rural India*. Oxford UP, 2020. 

 

C. Use Citation Tools 

Tools like Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote can help automate referencing. 

 

4. Formatting Rules for References 

1. Line Spacing: 

o Single spacing within entries; double spacing between entries. 

2. Hanging Indent: 

o Indent all lines after the first in each reference. 

3. Font and Size: 

o Match the font and size of the main text, typically Times New Roman, 12 pt. 

 

5. Referencing Special Sources 

A. Websites 

1. APA Style: 

o Format: Author/Organization. (Date). Title of the page. URL 

o Example: Election Commission of India. (2023, April 15). Voter turnout 

statistics 2023. https://eci.gov.in/statistics 

2. MLA Style: 
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o Format: Author/Organization. Title of the page. Website Name, Publication 

Date, URL. 

o Example: Election Commission of India. Voter Turnout Statistics 2023. 

Election Commission of India, 15 Apr. 2023, https://eci.gov.in/statistics. 

3. Chicago Style: 

o Format: Author/Organization. "Title of the page." Last modified Date. URL. 

o Example: Election Commission of India. "Voter Turnout Statistics 2023." Last 

modified April 15, 2023. https://eci.gov.in/statistics. 

 

B. Government Reports 

1. APA Style:  

Government of India. (2020). Census 2020: Demographic insights. Ministry of 

Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

2. MLA Style:  

Government of India. Census 2020: Demographic Insights. Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation, 2020. 

3. Chicago Style:  

Government of India. Census 2020: Demographic Insights. Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation, 2020. 

 

C. Unpublished Works 

1. APA Style:  

Singh, A. (2022). The impact of caste on voting patterns. Unpublished Ph.D. 

dissertation, University of Allahabad. 

2. MLA Style:  

Singh, Arun. The Impact of Caste on Voting Patterns. Ph.D. dissertation, University of 

Allahabad, 2022. 

3. Chicago Style:  

Singh, Arun. The Impact of Caste on Voting Patterns. Ph.D. diss., University of 

Allahabad, 2022. 

 

6. Example Reference List 
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APA Style: 

Books: 

Smith, J. (2020). Democracy in rural India. Oxford University Press. 

Journal Articles:  

Gupta, R., & Singh, P. (2021). Voting behavior in Indian villages. Journal of Political Studies, 

15(2), 45–67. https://doi.org/10.1234/jps.v15i2.5678 

Websites: 

Election Commission of India. (2023, April 15). Voter turnout statistics 2023. 

https://eci.gov.in/statistics 

MLA Style: 

Books: 

Smith, John. Democracy in Rural India. Oxford UP, 2020. 

Journal Articles:  

Gupta, Ramesh, and Pooja Singh. "Voting Behavior in Indian Villages." Journal of Political 

Studies, vol. 15, no. 2, 2021, pp. 45-67. 

Websites: 

Election Commission of India. Voter Turnout Statistics 2023. Election Commission of India, 

15 Apr. 2023, https://eci.gov.in/statistics. 

Chicago Style: 

Books: 

Smith, John. Democracy in Rural India. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2020. 

Journal Articles:  

Gupta, Ramesh, and Pooja Singh. "Voting Behavior in Indian Villages." Journal of Political 

Studies 15, no. 2 (2021): 45–67. https://doi.org/10.1234/jps.v15i2.5678. 

Websites: 

Election Commission of India. "Voter Turnout Statistics 2023." Last modified April 15, 2023. 

https://eci.gov.in/statistics. 

 

By organizing your references systematically and adhering to the chosen citation style, you 

ensure academic rigor and professionalism in your thesis. 
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SECTION 11: APPENDICES 

 

Including Supplementary Materials for a Comprehensive Thesis 

The Appendices section is where supplementary materials that support the main text of 

your thesis are provided. These materials, while not essential to the primary argument, 

enhance the reader’s understanding and provide additional context or evidence for your 

research. 

 

1. Purpose of the Appendices 

The appendices serve to: 

1. Provide Additional Data: 

o Include raw data, detailed calculations, or extensive tables. 

2. Enhance Clarity: 

o Supplement the main text with visual aids or extended explanations. 

3. Ensure Transparency: 

o Make your methodology and findings verifiable and reproducible. 

 

2. What to Include in the Appendices 

Appendices can vary depending on the research. Common inclusions are: 

A. Research Instruments 

1. Survey Questionnaires: 

o Include a copy of the full questionnaire used for data collection. 

o Example: 

▪ “Appendix A: Survey Questionnaire on Voter Behavior” 

2. Interview Schedules: 

o Provide the list of questions or prompts used during interviews. 
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B. Raw Data 

1. Statistical Data: 

o Present datasets in their raw form, such as voter demographics or response 

frequencies. 

o Example: 

▪ “Appendix B: Voter Turnout Statistics by Income Group” 

2. Transcripts: 

o Include verbatim transcripts of interviews or focus group discussions. 

C. Detailed Calculations 

1. Regression Models: 

o Provide the full mathematical models used in quantitative analysis. 

2. Thematic Coding Frameworks: 

o Share coding structures used in qualitative data analysis. 

D. Visual Materials 

1. Maps and Charts: 

o Include regional maps showing the areas studied or detailed charts 

supporting findings. 

2. Photos: 

o Add relevant images, such as community events or election campaigns (if 

ethically permissible). 

E. Consent Forms 

1. Ethical Documentation: 

o Include copies of participant consent forms or Institutional Review Board 

(IRB) approval letters. 

o Example: 

▪ “Appendix C: Informed Consent Form” 
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F. Additional Reference Materials 

1. Policy Documents: 

o Include government reports, election manuals, or policy briefs referenced in 

the thesis. 

2. Definitions and Acronyms: 

o Provide a detailed glossary for technical terms or acronyms not explained in 

the main text. 

 

3. Formatting Appendices 

1. Title and Label: 

o Assign a unique title and label to each appendix. 

o Example: 

▪ Appendix A: Survey Questionnaire 

▪ Appendix B: Regression Analysis Outputs 

2. Placement: 

o Appendices are placed after the References section. 

3. Order of Appearance: 

o Organize appendices in the order they are referenced in the thesis. 

4. Pagination: 

o Continue the numbering from the main text to ensure consistency. 

5. Font and Style: 

o Maintain the same font and formatting style as the main text. 

 

4. Examples of Appendix Entries 

A. Survey Questionnaire 

Appendix A: Survey Questionnaire 
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This survey is designed to understand the socio-economic and political determinants of 

voter turnout in rural India. 

Section 1: Demographic Information 

1. Age: 

2. Gender: 

3. Income Level: 

Section 2: Political Awareness 

4. Are you aware of the party candidates in your constituency? (Yes/No) 

5. How often do you participate in political discussions?   

(Never/Rarely/Occasionally/Frequently) 

Section 3: Voting Behavior 

6. Have you voted in the last three elections? (Yes/No) 

7. What factors influence your voting decision?    

 (Caste/Religion/Party Ideology/Development Promises) 

B. Regression Analysis 

Appendix B: Regression Analysis Output 

Model Summary 

- R-Squared: 0.78 

- Adjusted R-Squared: 0.76 

Coefficients: 

- Income: β = 0.45, p < 0.01 

- Education: β = 0.38, p < 0.01 

- Caste Influence: β = 0.62, p < 0.05 

C. Consent Form 

Appendix C: Participant Consent Form 

This form seeks your consent to participate in the research study titled "Determinants of 

Voter Turnout in Rural India." 
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1. Participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw at any time. 

2. Your responses will remain confidential and will be anonymized in the final report. 

3. For further questions, please contact the researcher: [Researcher Name and Contact 

Information] 

By signing below, you agree to participate in this study. 

Signature: _____________________ 

Date: _________________________ 

 

5. Tips for Creating Appendices 

1. Be Selective: 

o Include only materials that add value to the research. 

2. Ensure Clarity: 

o Label each appendix clearly and provide a brief introduction to its contents. 

3. Follow Ethical Guidelines: 

o Avoid including sensitive or confidential information without appropriate 

consent. 

 

6. Example Opening Paragraph for Appendices 

"The appendices provided here include supplementary materials that support the analysis 

presented in this thesis. These materials, ranging from survey questionnaires to raw data 

and regression outputs, offer transparency and additional context for the findings discussed 

in the main text." 

 

7. Checklist for Appendices 

Before finalizing your appendices, ensure the following: 

1. All materials are referenced in the main text. 

2. Each appendix has a clear and descriptive title. 

3. Ethical considerations, such as participant anonymity, are maintained. 
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4. The formatting aligns with the rest of the thesis. 

 

By thoughtfully compiling and organizing the Appendices section, you enhance the depth 

and transparency of your research, providing readers with a richer understanding of your 

work. 
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SECTION 12: ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

 

Upholding Integrity in Research Practices 

The Ethical Considerations section is an essential component of a thesis, demonstrating the 

researcher’s commitment to conducting the study responsibly and ethically. This section 

outlines the measures taken to protect participants, ensure data integrity, and uphold 

academic standards. 

 

1. Purpose of Ethical Considerations 

1. Protect Participants: 

o Safeguard the rights, privacy, and well-being of those involved in the 

research. 

2. Ensure Research Integrity: 

o Maintain transparency and reliability in data collection and analysis. 

3. Comply with Institutional Guidelines: 

o Adhere to the ethical standards set by academic and research institutions. 

4. Enhance Credibility: 

o Establish trustworthiness by demonstrating ethical rigor. 

 

2. Key Components of Ethical Considerations 

A. Informed Consent 

1. Definition: 

o Participants must willingly agree to participate after understanding the 

study’s purpose, procedures, and potential risks. 

2. Steps to Ensure Informed Consent: 

o Provide a detailed consent form. 
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o Use language that is clear and accessible to participants. 

o Allow participants to ask questions and withdraw at any time. 

3. Example Statement: 

o “All participants signed an informed consent form outlining the study’s 

objectives, the voluntary nature of their involvement, and their right to 

withdraw at any stage.” 

 

B. Confidentiality and Anonymity 

1. Confidentiality: 

o Ensure that personal data is securely stored and accessible only to authorized 

personnel. 

o Example: “Data was stored in an encrypted digital format to prevent 

unauthorized access.” 

2. Anonymity: 

o Remove identifying information to protect participant identities. 

o Example: “Participants were assigned unique codes to anonymize their 

responses.” 

 

C. Avoidance of Harm 

1. Physical and Psychological Safety: 

o Minimize any potential discomfort or risks to participants. 

o Example: “Interview questions were designed to avoid sensitive or distressing 

topics.” 

2. Mitigation Measures: 

o Provide support or referrals if unexpected harm arises. 

o Example: “Participants experiencing distress were offered counseling 

resources.” 
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D. Ethical Approval 

1. Institutional Approval: 

o Obtain clearance from the Institutional Review Board (IRB) or equivalent 

ethics committee. 

2. Approval Details: 

o Include the approval number and date. 

o Example: “This study was approved by the University Ethics Committee 

(Approval No. XYZ123) on [date].” 

 

E. Avoidance of Bias 

1. Definition: 

o Bias can distort research findings and undermine credibility. 

2. Steps to Avoid Bias: 

o Use random sampling techniques. 

o Employ neutral language in surveys and interviews. 

o Example: “Questions were pretested to ensure they did not lead participants 

toward specific responses.” 

 

F. Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 

1. Avoiding Plagiarism: 

o Properly cite all sources to acknowledge intellectual contributions. 

o Example: “All secondary data were cited following the APA referencing style.” 

2. Ensuring Data Authenticity: 

o Report findings honestly without fabrication or falsification. 

 

3. Ethical Challenges and Solutions 

A. Challenges 
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1. Participant Reluctance: 

o Some individuals may hesitate to share personal information. 

2. Cultural Sensitivities: 

o Topics like caste or political affiliation may be sensitive in certain 

communities. 

B. Solutions 

1. Build Trust: 

o Engage with participants respectfully and explain the importance of their 

contributions. 

2. Cultural Adaptation: 

o Tailor research instruments to align with cultural norms. 

 

4. Ethical Considerations in Data Handling 

A. Secure Storage 

1. Physical Data: 

o Store physical forms securely (e.g., locked cabinets). 

2. Digital Data: 

o Encrypt files and use password protection. 

B. Data Retention 

• Retain data only for as long as necessary for analysis and publication. 

• Example: “All data will be deleted five years after the completion of the study.” 

 

5. Documentation of Ethical Practices 

Include evidence of ethical compliance in your thesis: 

1. Copy of the ethical approval letter. 

2. Sample consent form in the Appendices. 

3. A summary of measures taken to protect participants. 
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6. Tips for Writing the Ethical Considerations Section 

1. Be Transparent: 

o Clearly explain all ethical measures taken during the research. 

2. Be Detailed: 

o Provide specific examples of how ethical principles were implemented. 

3. Follow Institutional Guidelines: 

o Ensure alignment with the university’s ethical policies. 

 

Sample Text for Ethical Considerations 

"This study adhered to the highest ethical standards to ensure participant safety and data 

integrity. Participants were provided with detailed consent forms outlining the study’s 

objectives, procedures, and their rights, including the option to withdraw at any time. All 

data were anonymized to maintain confidentiality, and ethical approval was obtained from 

the University Ethics Committee (Approval No. XYZ123). Efforts were made to avoid bias 

through randomized sampling and neutral phrasing in surveys and interviews. Data will be 

securely stored for five years and then permanently deleted." 

 

7. Checklist for Ethical Considerations 

1. Have you obtained formal ethical approval? 

2. Have participants signed informed consent forms? 

3. Are measures in place to ensure confidentiality and anonymity? 

4. Have you acknowledged and mitigated potential risks? 

5. Have all secondary sources been cited properly to avoid plagiarism? 

 

By thoroughly addressing ethical considerations, you uphold the integrity of your research 

and demonstrate respect for participants and the academic community. 
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SECTION 13: TIMELINE AND MILESTONES 

 

Planning and Managing Your Research Journey 

The Timeline and Milestones section outlines the structured progression of your Ph.D. 

research. It ensures that your work remains on track and allows you, your supervisor, and 

evaluators to monitor progress effectively. This section also reflects your time management 

and organizational skills. 

 

1. Purpose of the Timeline and Milestones Section 

1. Plan Research Activities: 

o Break down the project into manageable phases with clear deadlines. 

2. Track Progress: 

o Regularly assess whether you are meeting your objectives on time. 

3. Maintain Accountability: 

o Demonstrate commitment to a systematic research process. 

4. Adapt to Challenges: 

o Allow flexibility to adjust plans as needed. 

 

2. Components of a Research Timeline 

A comprehensive timeline includes the following elements: 

A. Research Phases 

Divide the research into key phases, ensuring each phase aligns with your objectives. 

1. Proposal Development: 

o Timeframe: 3–6 months. 

o Activities: 
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▪ Conduct preliminary literature review. 

▪ Identify research gaps and finalize research questions. 

▪ Draft and submit the research proposal for approval. 

o Milestone: 

▪ Approval of the research proposal by the Doctoral Programme 

Committee (DPC) and Research Degree Committee (RDC). 

2. Coursework Completion: 

o Timeframe: 6–12 months. 

o Activities: 

▪ Attend classes on research methodology. 

▪ Submit assignments and pass the end-of-course examination. 

o Milestone: 

▪ Certification of coursework completion. 

3. Data Collection: 

o Timeframe: 6–12 months. 

o Activities: 

▪ Design and distribute surveys. 

▪ Conduct interviews and focus groups. 

▪ Collect secondary data. 

o Milestone: 

▪ Completion of data collection with detailed logs. 

4. Data Analysis: 

o Timeframe: 4–6 months. 

o Activities: 

▪ Process and clean data. 

▪ Perform statistical or qualitative analyses. 
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o Milestone: 

▪ Submission of analyzed data to the supervisor for review. 

5. Thesis Writing: 

o Timeframe: 12–18 months. 

o Activities: 

▪ Draft each chapter of the thesis. 

▪ Incorporate feedback from the supervisor. 

▪ Prepare for pre-submission viva-voce. 

o Milestone: 

▪ Completion of pre-submission viva-voce and supervisor approval. 

6. Thesis Submission and Defense: 

o Timeframe: 3–6 months. 

o Activities: 

▪ Obtain plagiarism clearance. 

▪ Submit the final thesis for examination. 

▪ Prepare for and complete the viva-voce. 

o Milestone: 

▪ Final approval of the thesis and awarding of the Ph.D. degree. 

 

B. Milestones 

Each phase of research should culminate in a measurable milestone. Examples include: 

1. Proposal approval. 

2. Completion of coursework. 

3. Submission of draft chapters. 

4. Submission of published research articles. 

5. Thesis submission and viva-voce. 
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3. Tools for Creating a Research Timeline 

1. Gantt Charts: 

o Visualize tasks and timelines in a chart format. 

o Tools: Microsoft Excel, Google Sheets, or specialized software like GanttPRO. 

o Example: 

Task Start Date End Date Status 

Proposal Development Jan 2024 Jun 2024 Completed 

Data Collection Jul 2024 Dec 2024 In Progress 

Thesis Writing Jan 2025 Dec 2025 Planned 

2. Project Management Tools: 

o Use tools like Trello, Asana, or Notion to track tasks and deadlines. 

3. Checklists: 

o Create monthly or weekly checklists to stay organized. 

 

4. Example Research Timeline 

Year 1: 

• January–June: Conduct preliminary research and draft the proposal. 

• July–December: Attend coursework and complete assignments. 

Year 2: 

• January–June: Collect data through surveys and interviews. 

• July–December: Begin data analysis. 

Year 3: 

• January–December: Write thesis chapters and prepare for pre-submission viva-voce. 

Year 4: 

• January–March: Finalize and submit the thesis. 

• April–June: Complete viva-voce and receive Ph.D. degree. 
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5. Tips for Managing Milestones 

1. Set Realistic Deadlines: 

o Consider the complexity of tasks and potential challenges. 

2. Communicate Regularly: 

o Update your supervisor on progress during regular meetings. 

3. Monitor Progress: 

o Review your timeline monthly to ensure you stay on track. 

4. Adjust Flexibly: 

o Account for unforeseen delays, such as participant unavailability or technical 

issues. 

 

6. Addressing Challenges in Timelines 

A. Common Challenges 

1. Delays in data collection due to participant unavailability. 

2. Writer’s block during thesis drafting. 

3. Revisions from the supervisor taking longer than expected. 

B. Solutions 

1. Start planning early and overestimate time requirements for critical tasks. 

2. Break writing into smaller tasks and set daily goals. 

3. Maintain a buffer in the timeline to accommodate unexpected delays. 

 

7. Sample Text for Timeline and Milestones 

"The research process for this study has been organized into distinct phases, each with clear 

objectives and milestones. The proposal development phase was completed within the first 

six months, culminating in the approval of the research proposal by the DPC. Data collection 

is scheduled over the next six months, followed by four months of analysis. Thesis writing is 
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expected to span twelve months, allowing for iterative revisions based on feedback from the 

supervisor. Regular progress reviews will ensure adherence to this timeline." 

 

8. Checklist for the Timeline and Milestones 

1. Does the timeline cover all phases of the research process? 

2. Are all milestones measurable and specific? 

3. Have potential challenges and buffers been accounted for? 

4. Is the timeline visually clear and easy to follow? 

 

By presenting a structured and well-thought-out timeline, you demonstrate professionalism 

and readiness to manage the complexities of a Ph.D. research project. 
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SECTION 14: PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

 

Upholding Honesty in Research and Writing 

The Plagiarism and Academic Integrity section highlights the importance of ethical research 

practices. It demonstrates the researcher’s commitment to originality, proper attribution, 

and adherence to institutional guidelines. Ensuring academic integrity is a cornerstone of 

credible and respected scholarly work. 

 

1. Understanding Plagiarism 

A. Definition 

Plagiarism occurs when someone uses another person’s work—ideas, words, or data—

without proper acknowledgment. This includes: 

1. Copying text verbatim without citation. 

2. Paraphrasing ideas without attribution. 

3. Submitting someone else’s work as your own. 

4. Self-plagiarism: Reusing parts of your previously published work without proper 

citation. 

B. Types of Plagiarism 

1. Intentional: 

o Deliberate copying or misrepresenting others’ work. 

2. Unintentional: 

o Failure to cite sources properly due to lack of understanding. 

 

2. Importance of Academic Integrity 

1. Protects Credibility: 

o Upholding integrity ensures your research is taken seriously. 
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2. Fosters Originality: 

o Promotes independent thought and innovation. 

3. Adheres to Guidelines: 

o Aligns with institutional policies and prevents academic misconduct. 

 

3. Measures to Avoid Plagiarism 

A. Proper Citation 

• Acknowledge all sources using the prescribed referencing style (APA, MLA, or 

Chicago). 

• Example: 

o APA: (Gupta, 2021) 

o MLA: Gupta, Ramesh. "Voter Turnout Trends." 

o Chicago: Gupta, Ramesh. Voter Turnout Trends. Oxford University Press, 

2021. 

B. Accurate Paraphrasing 

• Rephrase ideas in your own words while retaining the original meaning. 

• Example: 

o Original: “Caste dynamics play a significant role in rural voter behavior.” 

o Paraphrased: “Voting patterns in rural areas are heavily influenced by caste 

affiliations.” 

C. Use of Quotation Marks 

• Use quotation marks for direct quotes and cite the source. 

D. Use Plagiarism Detection Tools 

• Employ software like DrillBit, Turnitin, Grammarly, or URKUND to ensure originality. 

• University of Allahabad library purchased DrillBit plagiarism detection software to be 

used by researchers through their supervisors before final submission. 
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4. Institutional Policies on Plagiarism 

A. Plagiarism Thresholds 

1. Acceptable similarity index: Usually less than 10%. 

2. Excessive similarity or duplication may lead to penalties. 

B. Consequences of Plagiarism 

1. Rejection of the thesis or article. 

2. Academic probation or expulsion in severe cases. 

3. Damage to reputation and credibility. 

C. Declaration of Originality 

• Include a signed statement asserting that your thesis is free from plagiarism. 

• Example: 

o “I hereby declare that this thesis is my original work and has not been 

submitted elsewhere. All sources have been acknowledged.” 

 

5. Tools to Ensure Academic Integrity 

A. Plagiarism Detection Software 

1. Turnitin: 

o Generates similarity reports highlighting unoriginal content. 

2. URKUND: 

o Trusted by Indian academic institutions for detecting duplication. 

3. Grammarly: 

o Checks for both plagiarism and grammar issues. 

B. Reference Management Tools 

1. Zotero, Mendeley, or EndNote for organizing and citing sources systematically. 
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6. Tips for Maintaining Academic Integrity 

1. Start with Original Ideas: 

o Build your research from unique perspectives or data. 

2. Take Detailed Notes: 

o Record sources meticulously during literature reviews. 

3. Plan Time for Citations: 

o Dedicate time during writing to format references correctly. 

4. Understand the Rules: 

o Familiarize yourself with the institution’s academic integrity policy. 

 

7. Addressing Accidental Plagiarism 

A. Common Mistakes 

1. Forgetting to cite paraphrased ideas. 

2. Misplacing quotation marks around direct quotes. 

3. Citing secondary sources as primary sources. 

B. How to Correct Them 

1. Double-check citations before submission. 

2. Run the text through plagiarism detection software. 

3. Seek guidance from your supervisor for unclear cases. 

 

8. Sample Text for Plagiarism and Academic Integrity 

"This thesis adheres to the University of Allahabad’s guidelines on academic integrity. All 

sources have been properly cited following the APA referencing style, and originality has 

been verified using Turnitin. A similarity index of less than 10% was maintained to ensure 



Ph.D.  

~ 76 ~ 
 

compliance with institutional standards. The research represents my original contribution to 

the field, supported by credible and ethically sourced data." 

 

9. Checklist for Academic Integrity 

1. Have all sources been properly cited? 

2. Has the thesis been checked for plagiarism using detection software? 

3. Is a declaration of originality included in the thesis? 

4. Are secondary sources appropriately acknowledged? 

 

10. Ethical Implications of Maintaining Integrity 

By ensuring academic integrity, researchers not only uphold the standards of their 

institution but also contribute to the global trust in scholarly work. 

 

Example Declaration of Originality 

“I declare that this thesis titled ‘Determinants of Voter Turnout in Rural India’ is my original 

work. It is free from plagiarism, and all sources have been duly acknowledged. I affirm that 

the research complies with the University of Allahabad’s academic integrity policy.” 

 

By addressing plagiarism and ensuring adherence to academic integrity, this section 

establishes your thesis as a trustworthy and ethical contribution to the field of Political 

Science. 
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SECTION 15: GLOSSARY 

 

Clarifying Terms for Enhanced Comprehension 

The Glossary is a vital section of your thesis, providing definitions for technical terms, 

abbreviations, and concepts specific to your research. It ensures that readers, regardless of 

their background, can fully understand your work without ambiguity. 

 

1. Purpose of the Glossary 

1. Define Key Terms: 

o Clarify specialized terminology, jargon, or uncommon terms used in the 

thesis. 

2. Improve Accessibility: 

o Make the thesis understandable to a broader audience, including non-

experts. 

3. Ensure Consistency: 

o Standardize definitions to avoid misinterpretation. 

 

2. Elements of a Glossary 

A. Key Terms 

Include concepts, theories, or terms frequently referenced in your thesis. 

• Example: 

o Electoral Participation: The act of citizens casting their votes during an 

election. 

o Caste Dynamics: The influence of caste-based affiliations on social and 

political behavior. 
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B. Abbreviations 

Provide the full forms of abbreviations used in your thesis. 

• Example: 

o ECI: Election Commission of India. 

o MLA: Member of the Legislative Assembly. 

C. Technical Terms 

Include discipline-specific terminology that may not be familiar to all readers. 

• Example: 

o Rational Choice Theory: A framework suggesting that individuals make 

decisions by weighing costs and benefits to maximize personal gain. 

o Behavioral Theory: A theory emphasizing the influence of psychological and 

cultural factors on individual behavior. 

 

3. Formatting the Glossary 

1. Alphabetical Order: 

o Arrange entries alphabetically for easy navigation. 

2. Consistent Style: 

o Use bold for terms and regular text for definitions. 

3. Clear and Concise Definitions: 

o Avoid lengthy explanations; aim for clarity and brevity. 

 

4. Sample Glossary Entries 

A. Key Terms 

• Ballot Fatigue: The phenomenon where voters lose interest or focus as they proceed 

down a long ballot, often skipping sections. 

• Democratic Deficit: A situation where democratic institutions fall short of fulfilling 

democratic principles, such as representation or accountability. 
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B. Abbreviations 

• FPTP: First-Past-the-Post, an electoral system where the candidate with the most 

votes wins. 

• NGO: Non-Governmental Organization, a not-for-profit entity that operates 

independently of government involvement. 

C. Technical Terms 

• Multicollinearity: A statistical phenomenon in regression analysis where two or 

more independent variables are highly correlated, potentially distorting results. 

• Thematic Coding: A qualitative data analysis method used to identify, analyze, and 

report patterns (themes) within data. 

 

5. Steps to Create a Glossary 

1. Identify Terms: 

o Review your thesis and note down all technical terms, abbreviations, and 

uncommon concepts. 

2. Define Clearly: 

o Ensure definitions are accurate and aligned with discipline-specific standards. 

3. Organize Systematically: 

o Arrange terms in alphabetical order, ensuring consistent formatting. 

 

6. Tips for Writing a Glossary 

1. Focus on Relevance: 

o Include only terms directly related to your research. 

2. Use Simple Language: 

o Avoid complex or circular definitions. 

3. Cross-Reference: 

o Include page numbers or sections where the term is first introduced, if 

necessary. 
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7. Benefits of a Glossary 

1. Reader-Friendly: 

o Enhances comprehension for readers unfamiliar with specialized 

terminology. 

2. Professional Presentation: 

o Reflects thoroughness and attention to detail. 

3. Reduces Redundancy: 

o Avoids repeatedly explaining terms in the main text. 

 

Sample Text for the Glossary Section 

Glossary 

• Behavioral Theory: A theoretical framework that examines how psychological and 

cultural factors influence individual and group behavior. 

• Caste Dynamics: The role and influence of caste identity in shaping social and 

political actions. 

• Electoral Participation: The act of voting in elections, which reflects citizens’ 

engagement with democratic processes. 

• FPTP (First-Past-the-Post): An electoral system where the candidate with the most 

votes in a constituency wins. 

• NGO (Non-Governmental Organization): An independent organization that operates 

without government control, often addressing social or political issues. 

 

8. Checklist for the Glossary 

1. Have you included all technical terms, abbreviations, and uncommon concepts? 

2. Are definitions clear, concise, and consistent? 

3. Are terms arranged in alphabetical order? 

4. Does the glossary enhance the accessibility of your thesis? 
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By including a well-structured Glossary, you ensure that your research is accessible, 

understandable, and professionally presented, catering to a diverse audience. 
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SECTION 16: PH.D. SYNOPSIS WRITING 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

The background section of a research thesis serves as the foundation upon which the entire 

study is built. It provides context to the research problem by presenting relevant 

information about the subject area, explaining why the research is important, and 

establishing the framework that justifies the study. Below is an organized, detailed 

breakdown of the background section: 

1. Overview of the Problem or Issue 

• Clearly define the problem or issue that is being investigated. 

• Explain why this problem is significant and how it impacts the relevant field. 

• Provide a succinct statement that encapsulates the essence of the research. 

2. Historical Development of the Subject 

• Trace the evolution of the topic, including major milestones and shifts in 

understanding. 

• Highlight significant events or studies that have shaped the current state of 

knowledge. 

• Discuss any historical controversies or debates that have influenced the 

development of the subject. 

3. Key Themes, Concepts, and Theories 

• Identify and explain the major themes that are central to the research. 

• Introduce key concepts that are relevant to understanding the research problem. 

• Discuss the theoretical frameworks that guide the study, and explain how they 

provide a foundation for the research. 

• Provide examples of how these theories have been used in previous studies. 

4. Gaps in Existing Literature 

• Highlight gaps or limitations in the existing literature that justify the need for this 

research. 
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• Discuss how the current research will address these gaps and contribute new 

knowledge to the field. 

• Provide examples of previous studies that have left questions unanswered or areas 

unexplored. 

5. Significance of Addressing the Gaps 

• Explain why addressing these gaps is important for both theory and practice. 

• Discuss the potential impact of the research on academia, policymakers, and 

practitioners. 

• Provide a clear statement of how this research will contribute to advancing the field. 

6. Broader Context and Relevance 

• Situate the research within a broader context, including societal, economic, or 

cultural dimensions. 

• Discuss how the research is timely and relevant to current issues or challenges. 

• Highlight any practical implications that the research may have for the real world. 

7. Research Questions and Objectives 

• Clearly state the research questions that the study seeks to answer. 

• Explain how these questions emerge from the background discussion and relate to 

the identified gaps. 

• List the objectives of the study, ensuring they align with the research questions. 

8. Summary of the Background 

• Summarize the key points covered in the background, providing a transition to the 

research methods section. 

• Reinforce the significance of the research and the need for further investigation. 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE  (6 pages approx.)  

Review of Literature is a survey of academic writings on the chosen subject/topic of 

research. It is an essential part of the research design as it sets the context of the research. 

A thorough review of the literature on the subject will prevent duplication and at the same 

time, lend credibility by demonstrating the researcher’s knowledge and grasp of the subject 

matter.  
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 The review of literature is not just listing or summaries of important references on the 

subject. It aims to provide a concise understanding of the subject/topic, thus making the 

proposed study relevant.  The process should also serve as a link between the researcher 

and the larger academic community by positioning the research in the ongoing discussions 

on the subject. 

The review of the literature is essential to establish the link between the proposed study 

and the existing works done on the subject. In other words, it shows what the ‘state of the 

art’ is by identifying what we know and what we do not know yet. In doing so, 

research/literature gaps can be effectively identified thus highlighting the significance of the 

proposed research and how to position the research into the existing body of 

work/literature on the subject.  

The review of literature should be structured thematically. The subject/topic of the study 

can be divided into different sections on broad themes to ensure clarity.  

III. RATIONALE AND SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The rationale of the study clearly expounds the significance of the topic. It provides the 

justification of the study and addresses the question of why the study is necessary. In other 

words, the answer to the question of why a study was conducted or must be conducted lies 

in the rationale of the study. It also entails the major gaps the study will address in due 

course. An account of the rationale of the study in the research proposal is pivotal as it 

explains the novelty of the study and the difference from other existing research and 

scholarly works. The scope of the study deals with the ambit of the research. It defines and 

clarifies the boundaries of the study. It also explains what the researcher primarily focuses 

on. To write the scope of the study is to write the dimensions that will be discussed and 

researched in the study. The scope of the study also informs the reader about aspects that 

have not been covered in the study. This section explains matters that are outside the 

purview of the study. The scope of the study tells the reader the major constraints of the 

study in areas including research techniques, sample size, etc. It also explains the research 

parameters. A clear layout of the scope of the study is important as it makes the research 

achievable and feasible within a stipulated time and with the use of existing limited 

institutional and financial resources. 

IV. RESEARCH METHODS 

The research methods section outlines the approach and techniques used to conduct the 

study. It involves selecting appropriate methods to answer the research questions 

effectively. The following points provide a detailed breakdown of the research methods 

section: 

1. Research Design 
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• Define the overall research design (e.g., quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-

methods). 

• Justify why the chosen research design is suitable for addressing the research 

questions. 

• Provide examples of similar research that utilized the same design, emphasizing its 

appropriateness. 

2. Approach to Research 

• Discuss whether the research is exploratory, descriptive, explanatory, or 

experimental. 

• Explain how the chosen approach aligns with the research objectives and questions. 

• Provide a rationale for why this approach was selected over alternative methods. 

3. Data Collection Methods 

• Describe the data collection methods used in the study (e.g., surveys, interviews, 

experiments, document analysis). 

• Justify why these methods are appropriate for gathering the needed information. 

• Provide details about how the data collection process will be carried out, including 

any tools or instruments used. 

4. Data Collection Instruments 

• Detail the instruments used for data collection (e.g., questionnaires, interview 

guides, observation checklists). 

• Explain how these instruments were developed or adapted for the study. 

• Discuss the validity and reliability of the instruments, and how they will ensure 

accurate and consistent data collection. 

5. Sampling Methods 

• Explain the sampling techniques used to select participants or data sources (e.g., 

random sampling, purposive sampling). 

• Justify the chosen sampling method and how it aligns with the research objectives. 

• Provide details about the sample size, characteristics of participants, and any 

inclusion/exclusion criteria. 

6. Data Analysis Techniques 
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• Describe the methods used to analyze the data collected (e.g., statistical analysis, 

thematic analysis). 

• Justify why these techniques are appropriate for addressing the research questions. 

• Provide details about the software or tools used for analysis, and explain how the 

data will be interpreted. 

7. Ethical Considerations 

• Discuss the ethical issues that may arise during the research, and how they will be 

addressed. 

• Explain the procedures for obtaining informed consent from participants. 

• Highlight measures taken to ensure confidentiality, data protection, and participants' 

rights. 

8. Limitations of the Research Methods 

• Identify potential limitations or challenges in the research methods chosen. 

• Discuss how these limitations will be managed or mitigated to ensure the validity of 

the study. 

• Provide a reflection on the possible impact of these limitations on the research 

findings. 

9. Procedures for Data Collection 

• Outline the step-by-step process for collecting data, including timelines and 

responsibilities. 

• Describe how data quality will be ensured throughout the collection process. 

• Provide a plan for managing any unexpected challenges during data collection. 

10. Reproducibility and Transparency 

• Discuss how the research methods will ensure that the study is reproducible by 

other researchers. 

• Provide details on how data and methods will be documented for future reference. 

• Highlight any measures taken to ensure transparency in the research process. 

11. Summary of Research Methods 
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• Summarize the key elements of the research methods, emphasizing how they align 

with the research questions and objectives. 

• Reinforce the importance of a well-structured methodology for achieving valid and 

reliable results. 

• Provide a transition to the next section of the research manual, focusing on data 

presentation and interpretation. 

V. PHD THESIS CHAPTERS 

A PhD thesis should ideally be eighty thousand words with two hundred pages in length. The 

researcher would require 12-point Times New Roman font with 1.5 line spacing. The 

structure of thesis should contain title page, declaration, acknowledgements, abstract, table 

of contents, lists of figures, tables and abbreviations, chapters, references and appendices. 

The thesis would usually be six chapters including introduction and conclusion along with 

one page summary. Each chapter should contain an abstract at the beginning and a short 

summary at the end with one paragraph length each.  

Generally, any research starts with a question which should be reflected research questions 

along with assumptions in Chapter one (approximately 15-20 pages). It should also clearly 

define the research problem. It should be included the purpose of the study and significance 

of the research. Researcher should clearly define the terms along with limitations of the 

study. However, researcher should set clear objectives. The researcher should explain what 

motivate him/her to take up this study. Moreover, the researcher should be able to 

organise structure of the rest of the thesis can be presented in the form of text or diagram.  

Chapter two (approximately 35-40 pages) should be a review of related literature which 

should start with an abstract it ends with a short summary of one paragraph each. However, 

this chapter mainly focuses on review of scholarly sources on specific topic. In addition, it 

should contain an outline of the existing knowledge on the topic. It should also identify the 

gaps in existing knowledge. The literature review should also make the ground for utilizing 

the ideas to new research.  

Chapter three (approximately 25-30 pages) should be methodology. Generally, 

methodology chapter has two components. theoretical orientation and justification are the 

first component which also sometimes called research approach. The second component 

would be data collection and analysis which gives an account of particularities of how 

research would be undertaken. One of the key objectives of this chapter is to establish the 

reliability of the research and the credibility of the researcher. Therefore, researcher should 

be able to explain methodological approaches clearly and describe data collection methods. 

Finally, researcher should evaluate and justify the methodological choices they make.  
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Chapter four (approximately 35-40 pages) deals with findings. In this chapter the 

researchers should present their findings in logical order. If the researcher uses mixed 

methodology, then it needs to be presented quantitative findings first followed by 

qualitative findings. This chapter also include statistical analysis if applicable followed by 

interpretation of results. Just like other chapters, findings chapter also should start with an 

abstract with the one paragraph length and ends with a brief summery with one paragraph.  

Chapter five (approximately 25-30 pages) should be discussion chapter which emphasises 

the synthesis of the findings along the lines with the research questions. In addition, this 

chapter deals with the implications of the findings and limitations of the study. This chapter 

also starts with an abstract and ends with a brief summery with one paragraph each.  

Chapter six (approximately 15-30 pages) should be conclusion chapter which is supposed to 

be a summery of key points, In this section, review each of researcher’s conclusion briefly, 

contributions to field, recommendations and future research directions. This chapter also 

should start with an abstract at the beginning of one paragraph and a summary of one full 

page at the end.  

The last part of PhD thesis are references and appendices. When writing references for PhD 

thesis. Researcher can use different citations styles APA, MLA or Chicago notes and 

bibliography. However, APA is most popular style for social and behavioural sciences, while 

MLA is the second most popular in the Humanities. Chicago notes and bibliography is also 

popular in humanities especially history. Nevertheless, researcher must follow citation style 

that their parent institution recommends.   

VI. CITATION, FOOTNOTE, BIBLIOGRAPHY & REFERENCES STYLE GUIDES 

The research scholars/students are responsible for acknowledging the work of others 

including any facts, ideas, information, image, interpretations, analyses, design or materials 

of others used in their own work. 

CITATION  

A citation in academic writing is a way to acknowledge the source of any facts or factual 

information, ideas, materials, design, interpretations, analyses or images of others used in a 

work. There are different types of citations in academic writing including in-text citations 

(also known as parenthetical citations), note citations (footnote citations and endnote 

citations), sometimes note citations are called numerical citations. In this, student should 

follow the in-text citations style published by the American Psychological Association (APA).  

In-text citations have two formats namely: parenthetical and narrative. In parenthetical 

citations, the author(s) last name(s) and the year of publication, and sometimes a page 

number in parentheses, whereas in narrative citations, the information is included in the 

sentence (see the examples below).  
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McCauley, S. M., & Christiansen, M. H. (2019). Language learning as language use: A cross-

linguistic model of child language development. Psychological Review, 126(1), 1–51. 

Parenthetical citation: (McCauley & Christiansen, 2019, page no.) 

Narrative citation: McCauley and Christiansen (2019, page no.) 

Quotation (exact words from the source): 

Parenthetical citation: The case study demonstrates that “on the common criteria for 

schooling, our sample citizen has failed because he cannot replicate the necessary skill or 

apply the relevant principles” (Broudy, 1998, p. 9).  

Narrative citation: Broudy (1998, p. 9) argues that “on the common criteria for schooling, 

our sample citizen has failed because he cannot replicate the necessary skill or apply the 

relevant principles”. 

Citations are an essential part of academic writing because they give credit to the original 

authors of the sources you used, and proper citations help you avoid plagiarism by clearly 

acknowledging the source of any facts, ideas, information, data, images,  interpretations, or 

analyses used in your work. 

FOOTNOTE 

It is a textual note which provides more detailed information about something that is 

mentioned on that page, connected to what has just been mentioned in your work. It is 

usually supplemental information and explanations without disrupting the flow in your text 

at the bottom of the page as a footnote. Lengthy footnote(s) can be continued on the next 

page. The numbering of footnote should be continuous throughout your work/thesis. 

Footnotes should be single spaced within each entry but must be double-spaced between 

each entry. For the font size of footnotes, APA recommends using 10 point (Times New 

Roman).  

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A bibliography provides a comprehensive list of all source consulted (whether cited or not) 

for a work during the research process, comprising of those sources which were not cited in 

the work. A list of bibliography includes more sources than a reference one because a 

reference list can be appeared only the sources which were cited in a work/thesis.  

In academic writing, a bibliography document  provides readers or research scholars with 

additional resources for further exploration, reading and research on the topic. It is usually 

used in the research proposal writing and is used in research synopsis work.  
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REFERENCES 

References are the list of all the sources cited in your work and more extensive than 

citations, and are generally appeared at the end of your paper/thesis/document. 

Referencing is an important part of academic writing acknowledging all the sources cited in 

your paper as well as giving how the information is ordered, and proper referencing helps 

you from plagiarizing by clearly distinguishing between your own ideas and those derived 

from other sources.  

It is recommended to use a referencing style published by the American Psychological 

Association (APA). Reference list entries should be arranged alphabetically by the first/ 

primary author’s last name of each work in the APA style. For multiple works (articles or 

books) by the same author, list the entries in chronological ordered by date, from earliest to 

most latest, if the works are published in the same year they are arranged alphabetically by 

the title and are put a letter (a,b,c,d, etc, for example) after the date. The reference list 

should be single spaced within each entry but must be double-spaced between each entry. 

The research scholar/ student should follow the APA style (7th ed.) for different types of 

references (see the examples below):  

1. Journal Article (Section 10.1) 

Edwards, A. A., Steacy, L. M., Siegelman, N., Rigobon, V. M., Kearns, D. M., Rueckl, J. G., & 

Compton, D. L. (2022). Unpacking the unique relationship between set for variability and 

word reading development: Examining word- and child-level predictors of performance. 

Journal of Educational Psychology, 114(6), 1242–1256. https://doi.org/10.1037/edu0000696 

2. Online Magazine Article (Section 10.1) 

Thomson, J. (2022, September 8). Massive, strange white structures appear on Utah’s Great 

Salt Lake. Newsweek. https://www.newsweek.com/mysterious-mounds-great-salt-lake-

utah-explained-mirabilite-1741151 

3. Print Magazine Article (Section 10.1) 

Nicholl, K. (2020, May). A royal spark. Vanity Fair, 62(5), 56–65, 100. 

4. Online Newspaper Article (Section 10.1) 

Bernstein, J. (2024, June 3). The man who couldn’t stop going to college. The New York 

Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/03/magazine/benjamin-bolger-college-harvard-

yale.html 
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5. Print Newspaper Article (Section 10.1) 

Reynolds, G. (2019, April 9). Different strokes for athletic hearts. The New York Times, D4. 

6. Blog Post (Section 10.1) 

Rutledge, P. (2024, April 23). Are tweens too young for digital literacy? Dr. Pam: Living With 

Media. https://www.pamelarutledge.com/are-tweens-too-young-for-digital-literacy/ 

7. Authored Book (Section 10.2) 

Kaufman, K. A., Glass, C. R., & Pineau, T. R. (2018). Mindful sport performance 

enhancement: Mental training for athletes and coaches. American Psychological 

Association. https://doi.org/10.1037/0000048-000 

8. Edited Book Chapter (Section 10.3) 

Zeleke, W. A., Hughes, T. L., & Drozda, N. (2020). Home–school collaboration to promote 

mind–body health. In C. Maykel & M. A. Bray (Eds.), Promoting mind–body health in 

schools: Interventions for mental health professionals (pp. 11–26). American Psychological 

Association. https://doi.org/10.1037/0000157-002 

9. Online Dictionary Entry (Section 10.3) 

American Psychological Association. (2018). Internet addiction. In APA dictionary of 

psychology. https://dictionary.apa.org/internet-addiction 

10. Report by a Group Author (Section 10.4) 

World Health Organization. (2014). Comprehensive implementation plan on maternal, 

infant and young child nutrition. 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/113048/WHO_NMH_NHD_14.1_eng.pdf

?ua=1 

11. Report by Individual Authors (Section 10.4) 

Winthrop, R., Ziegler, L., Handa, R., & Fakoya, F. (2019). How playful learning can help 

leapfrog progress in education. Center for Universal Education at Brookings. 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/how_playful_learning_can_help 

_leapfrog_progress_in_education.pdf 

12. Press Release (Section 10.4) 

American Psychological Association. (2024, April 11). People who use willpower alone to 

achieve goals, resist temptation, deemed more trustworthy [Press release]. 

https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2024/04/people-who-use-willpower 

13. Conference Session (Section 10.5) 



Ph.D.  

~ 92 ~ 
 

 

Davidson, R. J. (2019, August 8–11). Well-being is a skill [Conference session]. APA 2019 

Convention, Chicago, IL, United States. 

https://irpcdn.multiscreensite.com/a5ea5d51/files/uploaded/APA2019_Program_190708.p

df 

14. Dissertation From a Database (Section 10.6) 

Horvath-Plyman, M. (2018). Social media and the college student journey: An examination 

of how social media use impacts social capital and affects college choice, access, and 

transition (Publication No.10937367) [Doctoral dissertation, New York University]. ProQuest 

Dissertations and Theses Global. 

15. Preprint Article (Section 10.8) 

Latimier, A., Peyre, H., & Ramus, F. (2020). A meta-analytic review of the benefit of spacing 

out retrieval practice episodes on retention. PsyArXiv. https://psyarxiv.com/kzy7u/ 

16. Data Set (Section 10.9) 

O’Donohue, W. (2017). Content analysis of undergraduate psychology textbooks (ICPSR 

21600; Version V1) [Data set]. Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research. 

https://doi.org/10.3886/ICPSR36966.v1 

17. Film or Video (Section 10.12) 

Docter, P., & Del Carmen, R. (Directors). (2015). Inside out [Film]. Walt Disney Pictures; Pixar 

Animation Studios. 

18. TV Series Episode (Section 10.12) 

Dippold, K. (Writer), & Trim, M. (Director). (2011, April 14). Fancy party (Season 3, Episode 

9) [TV series episode]. In G. Daniels, H. Klein, D. Miner, & M. Schur (Executive Producers), 

Parks and recreation. 

Deedle-Dee Productions; Fremulon; 3 Arts Entertainment; Universal Media Studios. 

19. Webinar (Section 10.12) 

Lee, C., McAdoo, T., & Denneny, S. (2023). APA Style seventh edition refresher for 

instructors [Webinar]. 

American Psychological Association. https://apastyle.apa.org/instructional-aids/tutorials-

webinars 
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20. YouTube Video (Section 10.12) 

Above The Noise. (2017, October 18). Can procrastination be a good thing? [Video]. 

YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQMwmBNNOnQ 

21. Song or Track (Section 10.13) 

Nirvana. (1991). Smells like teen spirit [Song]. On Nevermind. DGC. 

22. Radio Broadcast (Section 10.13) 

Hersher, R. (2020, March 19). Spring starts today all over America, which is weird [Radio 

broadcast]. NPR. 

https://www.npr.org/2020/03/19/817237429/spring-starts-today-all-over america-which-

is-weird 

23. Podcast Episode (Section 10.13) 

Santos, L. (Host). (n.d.) Psychopaths and superheroes (No. 1) [Audio podcast episode]. In 

The happiness lab with Dr. Laurie Santos. Pushkin Industries. 

https://www.happinesslab.fm/season-2-episodes/episode-1 

24. Infographic (Section 10.14) 

American Psychological Association. (n.d.). Data sharing [Infographic]. 

https://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/data-sharing-infographic.pdf 

25. PowerPoint From a Classroom Website (Section 10.14) 

Mack, R., & Spake, G. (2018). Citing open source images and formatting references for 

presentations 

[PowerPoint slides]. Canvas@FNU. https://fnu.onelogin.com/login 

26. X Post (Section 10.15) 

Obama, B. [@BarackObama]. (2024, May 17). Today marks 70 years since the Supreme 

Court handeddown its landmark decision in Brown v. Board of Education, outlawing [Post]. 

X. https://x.com/BarackObama/status/1791540592238874953 

27. Open Educational Resource (Section 10.16) 

Fagan, J. (2024, February 7). Nursing clinical brain. OER Commons. Retrieved June 2, 2024, 

from https://www.oercommons.org/authoring/53029-nursing-clinical-brain/view 

28. Webpage (Section 10.16) 
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Taras, Z. (2024, May 30). Situational irony can be funny, tragic or even terrifying. 

howstuffworks. https://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/arts/literature/situational-

irony.htm 

29. Webpage on a News Website (Section 10.16) 

Volpe, A. (2024, June 3). How the self-care industry made us so lonely. Vox. 

https://www.vox.com/even-better/350424/self-care-isolation-loneliness-epidemic 

30. Webpage With a Retrieval Date (Section 10.16) 

Worldometer. (n.d.). Current world population. Retrieved June 27, 2024, from 

https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/ 

 

 


