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LEARNING OUTCOMES DESCRIPTORS AND PROGRAMME OUTCOMES FOR A MASTER’S DEGREE (P.G. COURSE). 

Master’s degree (1 year/2 semesters of study): The Master’s degree qualifies students who can apply 

an advanced body of knowledge in a range of contexts for professional practice, research, and 

scholarship and as a pathway for further learning. Graduates at this level are expected to possess and 

demonstrate specialized knowledge and skills for research, and/or professional practice and/or for 

further learning. 

Master’s Degree (2 years /4 semesters of study): The Master’s degree qualifies students who can apply 

an advanced body of knowledge in a range of contexts for professional practice, research, and 

scholarship and as a pathway for further learning. Graduates at this level are expected to possess and 

demonstrate specialized knowledge and skills for research, and/or professional practice and/or for 

further learning. Master’s degree holders are expected to demonstrate the ability to apply the 

established principles and theories to a body of knowledge or an area of professional practice. 

Descriptor Knowledge and understanding: The graduates should be able to demonstrate 

the acquisition of:  

P.O. 1.  advanced knowledge about a specialized field of enquiry with a critical 

understanding of the emerging developments and issues relating to one or 

more fields of learning, 

P.O. 2.  advanced knowledge and understanding of the research principles, methods, 

and techniques applicable to the chosen field(s) of learning or professional 

practice, 

P.O. 3.  procedural knowledge required for performing and accomplishing complex 

and specialized and professional tasks relating to teaching, and research and 

development. 

Descriptor General, technical and professional skills required to perform and accomplish 

tasks: The graduates should be able to demonstrate the acquisition of:   

P.O. 4.  advanced cognitive and technical skills required for performing and 

accomplishing complex tasks related to the chosen fields of learning.  

P.O. 5.  advanced cognitive and technical skills required for evaluating research 

findings and designing and conducting relevant research that contributes to 

the generation of new knowledge.  



 

 

 

P.O. 6.  specialized cognitive and technical skills relating to a body of knowledge and 

practice to analyze and synthesize complex information and problems. 

Descriptor  Application of knowledge and skills: The graduates should be able to 

demonstrate the ability to:  

P.O. 7.  apply the acquired advanced theoretical and/or technical knowledge about a 

specialized field of enquiry or professional practice and a range of cognitive 

and practical skills to identify and analyze problems and issues, including real-

life problems, associated with the chosen fields of learning.  

P.O. 8.  apply advanced knowledge relating to research methods to carry out 

research and investigations to formulate evidence-based solutions to 

complex and unpredictable problems. 

Descriptor Generic learning outcomes: The graduates should be able to demonstrate the 

ability to:   

P.O. 9.  listen carefully, read texts and research papers analytically and present 

complex information in a clear and concise manner to different 

groups/audiences,  

P.O. 10.  communicate, in a well-structured manner, technical information and 

explanations, and the findings/results of the research studies undertaken in 

the chosen field of study,  

P.O. 11.  present in a concise manner view on the relevance and applications of the 

findings of recent research and evaluation studies in the context of emerging 

developments and issues.  

P.O. 12.  evaluate the reliability and relevance of evidence; identify logical flaws and 

holes in the arguments of others; analyze and synthesize data from a variety 

of sources; draw valid conclusions and support them with evidence and 

examples, and addressing opposing viewpoints.  

P.O. 13.  meet one’s own learning needs relating to the chosen fields of learning, 

work/vocation, and an area of professional practice,  

P.O. 14.  pursue self-paced and self-directed learning to upgrade knowledge and skills, 

including research-related skills, required to pursue a higher level of 

education and research.  

P.O. 15.  problematize, synthesize, and articulate issues and design research proposals,  



 

 

 

P.O. 16.  define problems, formulate appropriate and relevant research questions, 

formulate hypotheses, test hypotheses using quantitative and qualitative 

data, establish hypotheses, make inferences based on the analysis and 

interpretation of data, and predict cause-and-effect relationships,  

P.O. 17.  develop appropriate tools for data collection for research,  

P.O. 18.  the ability to use appropriate statistical and other analytical tools and 

techniques for the analysis of data collected for research and evaluation 

studies,  

P.O. 19.  plan, execute, and report the results of an investigation,  

P.O. 20.  follow basic research ethics and skills in practicing/doing ethics in thefield/ in 

one’s own research work.  

P.O. 21.  make judgements and take decisions regarding the adoption of approaches to 

solving problems, including real-life problems, based on the analysis and 

evaluation of information and empirical evidence collected. 

P.O. 22.  make judgement across a range of functions requiring the exercise of full 

responsibility and accountability for personal and/or group actions to 

generate solutions to specific problems associated with the chosen 

fields/subfields of study, work, or professional practice. 

Descriptor Constitutional, humanistic, ethical, and moral values: The graduates should 

be able to demonstrate the willingness and ability to: 

P.O. 23.  embrace and practice constitutional, humanistic, ethical, and moral values in 

one’s life,  

P.O. 24.  adopt objective and unbiased actions in all aspects of work related tothe 

chosen fields/subfields of study and professional practice,  

P.O. 25.  participate in actions to address environmental protection and sustainable 

development issues,  

P.O. 26.  support relevant ethical and moral issues by formulating and presenting 

coherent arguments,  

P.O. 27.  follow ethical principles and practices in all aspects of research and 

development, including inducements for enrolling participants, avoiding 

unethical practices such as fabrication, falsification or misrepresentation of 

data or committing plagiarism. 



 

 

 

Descriptor Employability and job-ready skills, and entrepreneurship skills and 

capabilities/ qualities and mindset: The graduates should be able to 

demonstrate the acquisition of knowledge and 

skill sets required for:  

P.O. 28.  adapting to the future of work and responding to the demands ofthe fast 

pace of technological developments and innovations that drive the shift in 

employers’ demands for skills, particularly with respect to t h e transition 

towards more technology-assisted work involving the creation of new forms 

of work and rapidly changing work and production processes.  

P.O. 29.  exercising full personal responsibility for the output of own work as well as 

for group/team outputs and for managing work that is complex and 

unpredictable requiring new strategic approaches. 
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PROGRAMME SPECIFIC OUTCOMES (PSOS) 

M.A. IN ANCIENT HISTORY, CULTURE AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

PSO 

Code 
PROGRAMME SPECIFIC OUTCOME 

PSO1 
Demonstrate comprehensive knowledge of ancient Indian political, social, economic, cultural, and 

religious systems. 

PSO2 
Critically analyze archaeological, epigraphic, numismatic, and literary sources for reconstructing 

ancient history. 

PSO3 Apply archaeological methods, techniques, and theoretical frameworks in field and research settings. 

PSO4 
Develop interpretative and analytical skills for understanding material culture and heritage 

management. 

PSO5 Employ interdisciplinary approaches combining archaeology, anthropology, geography, and history. 

PSO6 
Demonstrate ethical and professional responsibility in archaeological documentation and 

conservation. 

PSO7 
Communicate historical and archaeological findings effectively through academic writing and oral 

presentation. 

PSO8 Engage in lifelong learning and contribute to cultural heritage research, preservation, and education. 

 

COURSE OUTCOMES (COS) 

SEMESTER I 

COURSE 

CODE 
COURSE TITLE COURSE OUTCOMES (COS) 

ANC-501 Aspects of Ancient Indian Culture 

(Political, Social and Economic 

CO1: Explain key features and historiographical approaches 

to Indian culture. 



 

 

 

COURSE 

CODE 
COURSE TITLE COURSE OUTCOMES (COS) 

Institutions) CO2: Analyze evolution of political and social institutions 

such as monarchy, republics, and varna system. 

CO3: Assess roles of guilds, trade, and economic systems in 

early India. 

CO4: Evaluate gender roles and educational systems in 

ancient India. 

ANC-502 
Political History of Ancient India (6th 

Century B.C.–185 B.C.) 

CO1: Identify sources for reconstructing early Indian political 

history. 

CO2: Analyze the rise of Mahajanapadas and the Magadhan 

empire. 

CO3: Evaluate the Mauryan administration and Ashokan 

policies. 

CO4: Interpret inscriptions and coins as historical data. 

ANC-503 Indian Palaeography 

CO1: Understand the origin and development of writing in 

India. 

CO2: Read and transliterate Brahmi and Kharoshthi scripts. 

CO3: Apply palaeographic methods to date inscriptions. 

CO4: Explain the transition from Brahmi to Nagari and 

southern scripts. 

ANC-551 

(A) 
Archaeological Theories 

CO1: Explain theoretical foundations and goals of 

archaeology. 

CO2: Interpret the relationship between archaeology and 

allied sciences. 

CO3: Understand stratigraphy, chronology, and classification 

methods. 

CO4: Apply environmental and geomorphological data to 

archaeological analysis. 

ANC-552 

(B) 

Elements of Indian Archaeology: 

Prehistory 

CO1: Identify prehistoric cultures of India and their 

characteristics. 

CO2: Explain methods and techniques used in prehistoric 

archaeology. 

CO3: Compare regional cultural developments from 

Palaeolithic to Neolithic. 



 

 

 

COURSE 

CODE 
COURSE TITLE COURSE OUTCOMES (COS) 

CO4: Assess transitions from foraging to food production. 
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SEMESTER II 

COURSE 
CODE 

COURSE TITLE COURSE OUTCOMES (COS) 

ANC-504 

Aspects of Ancient Indian Culture 

(Religion, Philosophy, Literature 

and Art) 

CO1: Discuss origins and developments of major Indian 

religions. 

CO2: Analyze philosophical traditions and their historical 

contexts. 

CO3: Interpret ancient literary sources for socio-cultural 

reconstruction. 

CO4: Examine styles and iconography in Mauryan to Gupta art. 

ANC-505 
Political History of Ancient India 

(185 B.C.–319 A.D.) 

CO1: Explain the post-Mauryan political landscape. 

CO2: Evaluate Indo-Greek, Saka, Satavahana, and Kushana 

contributions. 

CO3: Interpret major inscriptions for political reconstruction. 

CO4: Trace transition to Gupta polity. 

ANC-506 Indian Numismatics 

CO1: Identify major coin types and their chronological 

development. 

CO2: Analyze coinage as a source for economic and political 

history. 

CO3: Compare regional and dynastic coinages. 

CO4: Understand evolution of early medieval currency 

systems. 

ANC-553 

(A) 

Archaeological Methods and 

Techniques 

CO1: Explain exploration and excavation methods. 

CO2: Apply stratigraphic and recording techniques. 

CO3: Understand dating methods and preservation practices. 

CO4: Prepare basic excavation reports following legal and 

ethical norms. 

ANC-554 

(B) 

Elements of Indian Archaeology: 

Proto-History and Historical 

Archaeology 

CO1: Discuss Harappan and Chalcolithic cultural phases. 

CO2: Evaluate evidence of early iron and its cultural 

significance. 

CO3: Analyze PGW, NBPW, and Megalithic cultures. 

CO4: Explain early historical urbanism and foreign trade. 
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COURSE OUTCOMES (CO) – PROGRAMME OUTCOMES (PO) MAPPING MATRIX 
 

SCALE:  3 = STRONG CORRELATION  2 = MODERATE CORRELATION  1 = LOW CORRELATION  – = NO CORRELATION 

SEMESTER I 

COURSE CODE COURSE TITLE PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 

ANC-501 CO1 3 2 – 2 2 - 2 3 

ANC-502 CO2 3 3 1 - 2 1 - 3 

ANC-503 C03 2 - - 3 2 - 2 3 

ANC-551 (A) C04 2 - 3 3 - 2 2 3 

ANC-552 (B) C05 2 3 3 - 3 2 - 3 

SEMESTER II 

COURSE CODE COURSE TITLE PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 

ANC-504 C01 3 - 1 3 2 1 - 3 

ANC-505 CO2 - 3 1 - 2 - 2 3 

ANC-506 C03 2 3 - 3 2 2 - 3 

ANC-553 (A) C04 2 - 3 3 3 3 2 - 

ANC-554 (B) CO5 3 3 - 3 3 2 2 - 

 














































